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Y HAT advantage the Enemy of God: and 
Man hath got againſt Truth, Holinels, 
and Love, by the Diviſions of Chriſtians, 
| and eſpecially by the Contentions of their 
Teachers, Experience hath been long telling-the Chriſti- 
an World, by ſmart and ſorrow : Where Envy and Strife 
hath begun, Confuſion and every Evil Work hath fol- 
lowed: Little Breaches tend to greater : The Cauſe 
which firſt made them, will make them wider, by calling 
in more Caules to its help and ſervice, Difſtin& Parrres 
have their -diſtin& 7tereſts, as to Commodity and Reputa- 
tz: And, alas ! wh work will ſe/f/bzeſs and fleſbly- ins 
tere# make? What?Atoralities, what Untruths, Infys 
ſtice, and Unmercifulneſs is it pregnant with ? What Evil * 
ſo great, that it will not firſt venture on, and then palli- 
ate, and next juſtifie, and laſtly propagate, if God do not 
mortifie, or reſtrain it ? The foreſight of this Danger to 
the Land of our Nativity, moved ſome of Us to ſtrive 
for the prevention of it, while we thought there was 
place for our Endeavours : But as. our labour did but 
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exaſperate the Diſeaſe, FFour doleful and dear-bought 
Experience, of the prog Ws and calamitous Fruits of 
Diſcord, in the ſpace of more than two Appreatithips, 
hath wrought no (perceived) Cure on Mens Minds, nor 
deliverance to the Church. The Diſcord, which began 
about wor! ip and Dz/cipline, 1s by ſome now pretended 
to be allo in Do&#rinals, and about the Principles of Civil 
Government, and Humane Society and Peace. And 
whither increaſing Diſcord, by the power of ztereft and 
Envy, may yet carry the Charge, or how much wider 
yet Dividers may per[wade the Ignorant that the Diffe- 
rence 1s, we cannot foretel : But becauſe we are ſure that 
all tendeth to the ruine of Brozherly Love, and that he 
that haterh his Brother is a Murderer, and hath not etey- 
nal life abiding in him, to ſave as many on both ſides as 
we can from ſuch a damning ſin, we take it to be our du- 
ty to dete& the Errours of Contentious Dividers, and to 
hinder their farther widening of the Breach. Which we 
_ here attempt about this Queſtion, much agitated of 
ate, 

Quelt. whether the Parties called Conformiſts and *Non- 
Conformiſts do really differ, about the nature axd ſufficiency 
of Morality compared with the Grace of Chriſi ? Neg. 

As to the Explication of our Terms, 1, What we 
mean by Coxformiſts and Nox-Conformiſts, we have late- 
ly ſhewed on another Queſtion : we mean not that if a 
Papiſt, or Socinian, or Quaker ſhould join either with 
the Conformiſts or Non-Con/ormiſts, they would not here- 
in differ from others: but that they that are now called 
Conformiſts and Non-Conformilts herein differ not : 1. For- 
mally, qua tales, 2, No nor Materially, qi tales, being 
meerly (uch. 

2. We ſpeak only of the Parties; For as to ſome indi- 
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EO). C5) 
vidual perſons, it cannot be expected that any Parties in 
the World ſhould be wholly made up of men ſo wile, as 
that none among them have Ignorance enough to wran- 
glein the dark. 

3. The Terms [Grace] and [4orality] muſt be anon 
explained in our Proof. 

Which Proof (as in our laſt Cale) we fetch, I. From 
our common conſent to the ſacred Scriptures, the anci- 
ent Creeds, and the doctrinal Articles and Homilies 'of 
the Church of Eze2/and, which ſurely contain all that is 
needful to be held about the difference of Grace and Me- 
rality, Nor hath either Party declared their diflent by 
any contradiction of any of the aforeſaid Articles or Do- 
ctrines. | 

II. Our ſecond Proof is, by a [»fficient explication, 
and enumeration of the Points in which we are agreed. 

I. The word GRACE is taken, 1, Err1clznriy, 
2, OBJecTIVELY, 3. OUBJECTIVELY, | 

I. Erxr1clznrtLY, Grace is taken, I, For the Efficieat 
Principle : 2, For the Efficient Aion of the firſt Caule: 
3. For the Efficient Means and its operation. 

r. Grace taken for the Efficient Prizciple, ſignifierh 
God's efficient Favour, Love, Mercy, or will to do good 
freely to the Unworthy. 

2. Grace taken for Goa's Efficient 4#71on,. ſignifieth 
the ſame Good-will of God ex parte ſui, but as connoting 
the Effeit in fieri vel faito eſſe. The former is conſt- 
dered as Decreeing or meerly willing , but this as Ef- 
feting.. re 

- 3. Grace taken for the Efficient Means, 1s an effect 
of God's free Love, and a ſecond Cauſe of Man's ſandtifica- 
tion, and hath many parts, of which CHRIST as 
Mediator is the Head or Chief, and his Goſpel, Miniſters, 

| | Sacraments, 
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Sacraments, 'and Providences are inferior ſubſervient 
parts: All which are the Efficient Grace of God, -. . 

Il. OzJzcrrivery, Grace is all God's free-given Mer. 
cy as it is offered and propoled to Man's actual Belief, 4c- 
ceptance, and Improvement, (or ule.) 

Even as the word Fides {ignifieth, 1. The fidelity or 
truſtineſs of God the Promiſer or Revealer : 2, The fide- 
tity or truſtineſs of the word promiſing or aſſerting: 
3. The Belicf or Truſt of the Believer ; (Fidem promit- 
rents, fidem promiſſi, & fidem credents.) So the word 
GRACE hath the like three ſignifications: 1. The 
Grace of the Giver, 2. The Grace, of the extrinſick Gif, 
3. The intrinſick Grace of the Recezver, | 

This Objective Grace, or Free-Gift, is, 1, God himſelf, 
as offered us Relatively through Chriſt to be our recon- 
ciled God and Father, with his Love, and our Relation 
to him as his Children. 2. Chriſt himſelf, to be our 
Head and Saviour, and our Relation to him, as his juſti- 
fied, ſaved Members. 3. The Holy Ghoſt to be our San- 
&ifier, our Relation to him and his Grace as offered : 
This 1s the Grace offered and given us 1n Baptiſm by Co- 
venant, on Gods part. Under theſe are the Obje7zve 
Means (the Goſpel as it is to be believed, the ſanctified 
Mercies of this preſent life, the Ordinances as to be 
uſed, ec.) and ultimately, Heaven as the end of all : Glo- 
ry freely given being the perfetion of ſubjective Grace, 
and as propoſed and offered being the perfection of obje- 
aive Grace. 2] 

HI. Sus jzcriveily, GRACE is, I. Gracious Diſ- 
poſitions and Habits, 2. Gracious Atfs, vis, 1, Of the 
Intelleft, 2, The will, 3. The Executive power in practiſe, 
The word GRACE hath 1n the uſe of Divines all theſe 
{ignificattons, beſides ſeveral fub-divifions which the 
Schoolmen ordinarily make. And 
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And in Scripture, I, For Efficient Grace, ſee Evo. 34 
6, and 33.29. Num 6.25. Neh.g, 17, 31. Fob 33.24. 
Pſal. $86, 15. and 103.8, and 112.4. 1/a. 30.18, 19, Fo- 
et 2.13, Fon, 4.2. I Pet.2, 3. Heb,4.16, and 10, 29. 
Eph. 1, 6,7. and 2.5.7, 8. and 6.24. 2 Cor. 12.9, Roms, 
It. 5,6, and 5.2, and 1.7, and 4. 16, Ads 15,40, 
Heb. 29. 5 

II. For objefive Grace, ſee Ga/. x.6. and 5. 4, and 
23.21T. Fud, 4. 1 Pct. 3.7, and 1.10.13. Foh. 1.17, Afﬀs 
20. 24. 32, and 14. 3. Row. 6G, 14, 15, Ti, 2,11. Heb, 
T2. I5. I Pet.4,10,and 5.12. | 

III. For Subjective Grace, lee 2 Pex. 3.18. 1 Per.5.5. 
Fam. 4. 6. Heb, 12.28, and 13.9. Col, 3.16. and 4.6. 
Eph. 4.7. 29. and 3,8. Gal, 2.9, 2 Cor. 8.6,7. and 9. 
8, Foh, 1. 16. &c. 

IT. The words [MORALITY] and [MORAL] 
have alſo divers ſignifications, | 

I. In the firſt moſt comprehenſive and moſt famous 
ſenſe, MORALITY, as diſtinguiſhed from meer Na- 
turality or Phylicks, doth ſignifie the Relation of the 
. Manners or Aits of an Intelligent free Agent to the Go- 
verning Wul and Law of God: And fo Aus morales 
and Actus humari are uled in the ſame lenfe ; and all Mo- 
rality is diſtinguiſhed into Adoral Good and Moral Evil, 
Virtue and Yice, | | 

IT. Some have uſed MORALITY in a narrower: 
ſenſe, unfitly, for ſo much of 'Man's duty as 1s revealed 
by the meer Law of Natnre, and as 1s of common obliga> - 
tion to lapſed Mankind : And fo it comprehenderh the . 
relifts of the Law of Innocent Nature (to love God and 
obey him, &c.) and the additional Law of Lapſed Nature, 
(to Repert, and uſe all poſſible means for our recovery, and 
thankfully improve the Mercies which we recerve.) _ 

enus 


(8) 


thus it is diſtinguiſhed from Duty kow# by ſupernatural 
Ret elation, and elpecially the Myſteries of Redemption 
by Jelus Chriſt, 

III. Some ule the word (improperly alſo) for al that 
Duty which is of perpetual Obligation, whether by »ats- 
ral or ſupernatural Revelation : And fo it is diſtinguiſhed 
from Temporary Duties: And thus the Lords-Day, Bap- 
tiſm, the Lords-Supper, a Goſpel Miniſtry, Scripture (to 
be uſed) d:ciplize, are iaid to be Moral-Poſitives, diſtin& 
from meer Natnral Daties, and from Temporaries. 

IV. Laſtly, Some, yet more unaptly. contine the ſenſe 
to the Duties of our common Converlation towards man, 
as diſtin trom Holineſs or our Duty to God : And fo 
they diſtinguiſh a meer moral honeſt man, from a godly 
or religions man, 

Though we with that the needleſs uſe of words impro- 
perly were not the common Fuel of vain Contendings, 
yet we being not the Maſters of Language, muſt take 
words as we find them uſed, and leave all men arbitrari- 
ly to ule them as they pleaſe, ſo be it they will but tell us 
what rhey mean by them, before they lay any ſtreſs on 
them 1n diſputing. 

In refercnce to theſe various ſenſes of theſe words, we 
ſuppoſe that we are all agreed as followeth, 

I Asto MORALITY an the firſt and moſt famous 
ſignification, we are agreed, 1, That all proper Humane 
Acts are moral, that is, morally Good or Evil : And all 
Daty and Sin, Virtue and Vice, in Habit and Af, Poſi- 
tive and Privative Vice, are parts of Morality , moral 
Good direftly, and moral Evil reduftively and con(e- 
quently. 

2. Hvlineſs to the Lord, or the Love of God as God, is 
the chief part of Morality ; and what Duty ſoever is: 
Evangelical and ſpiritual 1s alſo moral, 3. No- 
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3. Nothing is morally laudable or rewardable, - but 
Moral Good , and nothing is puniſhable, but Moral'Evil. - 
4. All Morality 1s ſeated primarily in' the wil, but is 
ſecondarily (as flowing thence) in the imperate Acts of 
the Intelle, and inferior Faculties. 

5. All zruly moral Grod in lapſed man, is, -1. From 
God's Efficient Grace. 2, And exerciſed on ſome Obje#ive 
Grace, And, 3. Is it ſelf Subjefive Grace, either ſpecial 
Or 0011708, = ” 

6. The Good called Moral in Infidels, and all other un- 
godly unſanified men, 15 ſuch but ſecundum quid, and 
not ſimpliciter, nor in the full or propereſt ſenſe: Becauſe 
bonum eſt ex omnibus Canſts efſentialibus : And a: good: 
Principle, Rule, End, and right Otjett, eſpecially the. for- 
mal Objet#f, are all eflential to a truly good moral At: 
But every ungodly man in every Action doth want at 
leaſt ſome one of theſe. And an At is denominatedin 
Morality from that which is prevalear in it, and not from 
every conquered depreſt ingredient : We ſay not that he 
that killeth his Father. or Prince, with the relactancy of 
better thoughts and inclinations, doth therein do a good 
work, though that reluiFancy was good : So he that hath 
ſome Love to God and Goodneſs, but more Hatred ;'and more 
love to ſinful pleaſure, doth not a work properly [Good, 
which proceedeth from ſuch a mixed Cauſe. But the 
evil Principle and End is predominant in all uagodly 
men, 

7. But materially, and ſecu»dam quia,” bad men' may 
co Works that are orally good, and phylically vexy pod 
to others, as Governing and Proteding Common-weaſths 
and Churches, building Cities and Temples, and Hoſpi- 
tals, relieving the Poor, preaching the Goſpel, expound: 
ing Scripture, defending Truth, -promoting Learning-. 
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and in good Nature, Patience, Meeknels,, Temperance, 
Chaſtiry, Wit, and Induſtry; they may be commenda- 
ble and exemplary, and their Precepts and Practice may 
conduce much'to the-good of others. -— 
$, Whatever good is found in Heathens or Infidels, or 
yngodly Men, ,is to' be acknowledged and prailed pro- 
portionably according to-its.neah;worth , it being all from 
God,- whg muſt nar be robbed of: hus-praiſe, In 
9. A Man that hath but 'Commoz Grace 1s better than 
he would be if he had none, and it is the uſual prepara- 
tory for ſpecial ſaving Grace, Though many civil tem- 
perate perſons, by overvaluing Commoz. Good, are hin- 
dred from ſeeking Special Grace, that is not cauſed by the 
Good, but by their abule of it objectively. And though | 
God take occaſioz from ſome mens y=_ ſins, to affright 
their Conſciences to Repentance and Reformation, that 
ts not cauſed by the ſin, but by Gods Mercy : $1z as ze- 
membred is not ſin im the a&t of remembring, nor lin as 
repented of in repenting ; but before 1n the committing. 
God may Convert Pas! in the act of Perlecuting: But 
Perſecuting is not the way or means of Converſion. 
Special Grace muſt be ſought in the uſe of Common 
Grace, and not' in a way. of neghgence, contempt, or 
wilful ſin. 


IN. Of MORALITY inthe ſecond ſenſe (as taken 
for Natural Duties, which all Mankind is obliged to b 
Natural Revelation of God's Will) we are agreed, as fol. 
loweth. 

I. The ſum of this Natzeral Morality or Duty, is to 
love God as God for himſelf, and all things elſe for him, 
even as being of Him, and through Him, and to Him ; 
to obey God; and make it our chief care to-pleaſe him, 

. | and 


and therein to place. and ſeek: our Happineſs, even in 
everlaſting mutual love: To loye others as our ſelves, and 
do all the good we can to all-for Soul and Body, eſpecial- 
ly to the moſt publick Societies ; to do juſtly, and as we 
would be done by, to uſe our Bodies as the Servants of 
our Souls, and Sou] and Body as the Servants of God : 
And to hate and avoid all that 1s contrary to theſe. This 
Natural Evidence will prove to be the Common Duty of 
Mankind. | 

2. This Love to God and Man before deſcribed is true 
m— ; that 1s, The Soul's ſeparation and devotedneſs 
to God. [4 oj | 

3. All the Evidence which Nature affordeth us herein, . 
is not ſeen by all men that are of natural Wir or Induſtry, 
no more than all that is revealed by the Scripture is 
known to all that read the Scripture, or that believe it. 

4+ Holineſs is the End of Medicinal Grace, as uſed by 
Chriſt oz us, and as uled by ws rowards Chriſt as the Me- 
diator : Faith in Chriſt is to kindle in us the holy love of 
God, and obedience to him: Love therefore as the final 
and everlaſting Grace, is preferred by the Apoſtle, r Cor. 
12, laſt v. and 13. throughout, | | 

5. Even our Faith in Chriſt, and our Obedience to the 
Goſpel (in Preaching, Sacraments, and ſuch like) are 
neither only of zarara/, nor only of ſupernatural Obliga- 
tion, but mixt: Chriſt and his Ordinances are ſuperna- 
turally revealed, but being once revealed, with the Evi- 
dence of Divine Authority, natural Revelation then tel- 
leth us that it 1s our Duty to believe and obey. fo 

6. That which is of Natural Revelation ind Obligation, 
muſt be performed by ſupernatural Grace. Thoug  Na-. 
ture prove that all Men ſhould love God as God it 15 Grace 
that muſt diſpoſe and enable them to do it. 

1 84 B 2 7. We 
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' 4, Wecall-Grace ſupernatural, not only becauſe it is 
not efſential to'Nature (no not 'to Adam 1: innocency) 
bur becauſe in our lapled ſtate'it is not conveyed to us by 
Natural Generation; but Nature in the itate of pravity is 
deprived of it, and becaule God workerh it by the tree 
gift of his Spirit, in a manner beyong the ſearch of man, 
and by it, as an effe& of his love, doth make us lovely, 
(in our union and relation to Chriſt who ſanctifieth and 
juſtifieth us) 1t being his Image on the Soul, which no 
meer Natural Cauſes, without this operation of God's 
Love and Spirit, can effect. 

But yet, 1. We all agree that Holineſs is Vatare': 
health or re&itude, and therefore ſutable to it as its per- 
fetion,as health is to the Body, 2, And that the Spirit of 
God doth ordinarily maK ule of his appointed means, and 
eſpecially his Word, for our ſanctification. And theſe 
being ſecond Cauſes, which have their proper Natures, 
"may lo far be called natural Cauſes : And that thus far 
Grace may be ſaid to be N:2ural.. E 7 

8. This Holy Love being the fiza! Ai, on God the 
final Objeft, and fo being man's felicity it ſelf, it fol- 
loweth, that all men have ſs much happineſs conſtitutitely, 
as they have holy love to God and Goodneſs, and no 
man can be damned that hath the ſaid predominant + 
Love, while ſuch:: And that ſuch have no caule to fear 
damnation , any farther than they ſhould fear leſt by 
torfeiting Gods Grace they ſhould:loſe that love. 

9. The Mediation of Ebriſt,. and:.our' Faith in_him, 
who is the Glaſs, the Meflenger, 'and the great Gift of 
the Fathers -Love, are the Aeaxs appointed by God to 
- fandtifie us; by the etfeting of. this Love, with all ts 


CToncomitants and Fruits. 
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.10, Therefore as God. is called. [4 :» 4}. ſo Chriſt is 
called. [.4/l. 7» al,) Col. 3.11..to Belevers, as being the 
Way, the Truth, and the Iyfep , ..,.,.. .. "2 


11, Therefore they that would bring men to, the hotly 
and felicitating. Love of God, mult preach Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Grace to them, as the means, and bring them to 
believe in-him, and to take it for their Wiſdom to know 
Chriſt crucified, and glorified, and to learn of him, and 
obey him, and truſt in him, and daily to uſe him as their 
Mediator for acceſs to God, acceptance with him, and 
communication from him. | 

12, To preach up the bleſledneſs of Saints and excel- 
tency of holineſs, without teaching men how to at- 
tain it by Chriſt, is but to commend health to the lick, 
without dire&ing them.to the Phyſician and the Remedies : 
And to hear of a Sanity and Felicity not attainable, is to 
be togmented by deſpair : And to think to obtain it by 
our works or endeavours, without a Mediator and 
his Grace ( or by any other Mediator than Chrift,) is 
the way to loſe it by falſe preſumption, and: negle&t 
of the neceſſary means : It being Chriſt that is made 
of God to us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanitification, and Re- 
deimmpt-on. | | 
- 1.13. As Chriſt on Earth did-purchale us this. Salvation 
'by his meritorious Richteonſneſs, and Sacrifice , andis now 
in Heaven our Head and Interceſſor, and the Treaſury of 
Grace and Life to Believers,. ſo he ſantifeth us by his 
Woxrdp and: Se 1KR1rTt; and-herein differeth from all 
other Teachers that ever were 1n the Wcrld,_ 1. That 
his Goſpel (Do@rine, Precepts, and Covenant-promi- 
ſes) are ſingularly ſuited. to this ſanRifying work. 
2, That he ſendeth forth his Spirit with it, to work 
cthe' Souls of men to that which he teacherh 
- and 


and comimandeth, that ſo they may be effetually reupht 
of God: Without the Spirit of Feſnus no word or means 
will ſandtifie and renew a Soul. = 
I4. Therefore all Preachers mult jointly preach GOD 
and holy L O V E, (truft, obedience, and delight in him) 
as the END, and CHRIST and faith iz him, and 
learning of him,” and' obeying him 1n the uſe of his heal- 
ing Remedies, as the MEANS: This being {fe ezer- 
nal, to know the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom he 
hath ſent, Joh. 17. 3. 

15. And though the Exd muſt be preached as more 
excellent than the Means, yet the Means muſt be preach- 
ed as more »2yſteriozs, and above meer natural Revelati- 
on, Experience telleth us, that all men quickly learn to 
confeſs that they ſhould repent of fin, and love God xs 
God , but they are hardly taught to underſtand the Myite- 

of Redemption, the Peron, Incarnation, Works, Of- 

ce, and Grace of the Redeemer ; and therefore have 
here need of longer teaching : The Grace of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the Zove of God the Father, and the Cammu- 
ion: of the Holy Spirit, muſt be the Preachers ſubject, as 
it js the Chriſtians benediction and felicity. 

16. There are things in Ariſforle*'s Ethicks, and in the 
Ethicks of the Stoicks and and ſome other Philoſophers, 
of great worth and uſe to Chriſtians, to ſhew us what by 
natural evidence may be diſcerned : But they are all poor, 
defective, ſpirit-leſs Do&rines and Precepts, in Com- 
pariſon of the Goſpel of Chriſt, though to carnal wit 
they ſeem to excel it in Method, Language, and' ſeveral 
Curioſities: And the Writings of Chriſtians, who do biit 
expound and apply Chriſt's Doctrine, do far excel all 
the Heathens Ethicks, | 
17. We have no reaſon to think that any of. the _ 

tneng 
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chens underſtood al that Nature it ſelf by way of proving-- 
Evidence revealeth : Yea, or that iy Chriſtians perfectly 
underſtand it; becauſe natural evidences are exceeding 
numerous, and none can ſay that he ſeeth them all, and 
they are of various degrees, ſome plain, and ſome ob- 
ſcure; and even natural werities, as they ariſe from the 
great Branches, into innumerable Partitions as {maller 
Sprigs, are not perfectly dilcernable by a mortals Eye, 

18. Therefore no knowledge of Man, much lets any 
Heathens Writings, are the certain meaſure. of natural 
verities, in Morality, by which the number and certainty 
of the ob{curer Particles may be known. 

19. Though Heathens know and teach, that we muſt 
Love God and Goodneſs above all : And all that ſincerely 
love God and Goodneſs ſhall certainly be ſaved : Yet this 
Confeſſon will but more condemn them, that have por, 
and prattice not what they teach ; but, when they pro- 
tels to know God, by their works deny him, and are 
void of true ſanctifying Grace. 

20. Therefore it is intolerable in thoſe that are ſtiled 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Preachers of the Goſpel, to 
preach little more than what Heathens teach , and when- 
they ſpeak of Chriſtianity and Faith, and ſhould open 
the Myſteries of the Goſpe!, to do it as drily, (cantly, and 
heartleſly, as if it were done but on the bye, and for Cu- 
ftom or Faſhion ſake, rather than as a matter of the: ne- 
ceſſity and importance before deſcribed. 

In all this we are agreed. 


BI. As to MORALITY in the third ſenſe (as it 
ſignifieth Naturals and Poſitives of perpetual Obligation) 
we are agreed, 1. That all to whom they are promulgate 
are' obliged to the practice of-them; | 2, And- that =_ 

| thas 
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that Praftice we need the fore-deſcribed helps of Grace , 
even efficient, objeitive, and ſubjettive Grace : For ſaving 
Practice ſpecial Grace, and for common Practice com- 
mon Grace, 


IV. And as to the fourth Senſe of MORALITY 
( as ſignifying only our Duty to Mars diſtin from ho- 
lineſs to God ) we are agreed; 

I. That as the Love of our Neighbour as our ſelves 
is the ſecond great Commandment like to the firſt, fo 
the practice of this in our Duty towards Man, proceed- 
ing from Love and Obedience to God,is the fecond part of 
our Duty, ad to be preached and practiſed accordingly, 

2. And its that part, abour a near dilcernable Object, 
by which our Love to God mult be expreſſed and made 
known , and by which it ſhall, by Chriſt himſelf, bejudg- 
ed of at the laſt day. 

3. Anditis that Mazrer in which God will have our 

obedience to him to be carefully and conſtantly exerciſed: 
Becauſe God needeth us not himſelf, but as his Govern- 
ment of Man is his ordering us to our own good and fe- 
licity, ſo he obligeth us to do good to our "5 an and one 
another. 

4. But as Man without God is 20thiny, aud no Man ; 
ſo Duty 41d Love to Mangnot depending on Duty and Love 
ro God, 15 no Duty, no Morality at all: And as to love, 
honour, or cy Man above God, as the beſt or greateſt, 
is damnable Idolatry, or Rebellion againſt. God, fo to 
preach up Love, Honour, and Obedience to Man, as ſe- 
paratcd from, or not dependent on our Love, Honour,and 
Obedience to God ( much more as above him, or againſt 
him ) were but to preach up Idolatry, or Rebellion. No 
Man can love Man for Gods take; that loveth not God 
more ; 
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,more; And no Man can Zonour or obey Man for Gods 
ſake, who doth not more hoonr axd obex God. He that 
will ſerve Man more than God, doth as ic. were make 
Man his G9d, and from Man muſt expet his ProteQion, 
Proviſion, and Reward. | 

5. Profeffion of Piety to God without true Juſtice and 
Charity .to man, 1s but Hypocrifie. While we have 
time we .muſt do good (as we are able to all Men, . 
for with ſuch Sacrifice God 1s well pleaſed, Gal. 6. H-6. 
13. Chriſt was our great Pattern in doing good, even 
to the unworthy, and he purifieth to himſelf a pecu- 
liar People zealous of good works, Tr. 2.14. For we 
are his workmanſhip, created unto good works in Chriſt 
Tefus, which God hath ordained that we ſhould walk in 
chem, Eph. 2. 10. To berich in good works is to be 
rich to God, Luke 12. 21. and to lay up a good Founda- 
tion for the time to come, to lay hold on eternal Life, to 
lay up our Treaſure in Heaven, and to make us Friends 
of (that which to worldlings is) the unrighteous Mam- 
mon z and bleſted are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy; and receiving a Prophet in the name of a Pro- 
phet, or a righteous Man in the name of a righteous 
Man, 1s the way to have a Prophets, or a righteous 
mans reward, when Chriſt will tay, In as much as ye 
did it to one of the leaſt of thefe my Brethren, ye did it un- 
to me. Pure Religion and undefiled, is to vilit the Father- 
leſs and Widdows in their Adverlity, and to keep our 
ſelves unſpotted of the World. 

As we verily believe that not only the Parties called 
Conformiſts, and Non-Con/ormiſts ( alas! that we- muſt 
call them Parties) but moſt true Proteſtants are agreed 
in all this, ſo we take it to be our Duty to profeſs our 
diſſent from the Practice of ſuch as would hinder Love 
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and Concord by perſwading men that we are really dil: ' 
agreed when it.is not fo. And as we are the Believing 
Diſciples of the Prince of Peace, that bleſſed Reconciler, 
who took down the Partition-wall between Fews and 
Gentiles, and made them one, ſo we would ſerve him 
with all our power and intereſt, in building up the Wall 
of Defence, and taking down every Partitionu-wall, 
which unjuſtly divideth the Church of Chriſt ; and day- 
ly pray that God would humble, convert, and reform 
thoſe men who have built them up, and will not yet be 
treated to give peace to the Churches, and in ſpecial 
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THE 
FUDGMENT 
OF: 
NON-CONFORMISTS 
O- F 


Things Indifferent Commanded by: 
Authority. | 


_ Queſt, ] Hether things antecedently lawful do there- 
fore becom? unlawful, becauſe commanaded 
by Lawfu! Authority? Neg. 


We take the Queſtion as we hear it ſtated by ſome 
Accuſers of the: Non-conformiſts, who feign them to af- 
fitm it: Aad foine ſeem ſerious in.the Fiction, as if they 
did indeed- believe themſelves , . by which they difpatch 
theſe ſeveral works of no ſmall moment , viz. as 

1. They hereby renderthe Non-Contformiſts contemp- 
tible.and odious, as Brain-fick Perſons, who keep up a 
dividing Fattion in ſpight of the-Lighr and Obligation 
of the Common Principles of Humanity and Society; 

2+ They hereby imprint the Stamp of Satan, _ 
the - 
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che hatred of their Brethren, upon the minds of ſuch 
hearers as will believe them, and receive the Impreſs. 

3. They hereby fill Families, Cities, and Countries, 
with all that Spawn of ugly fins, which are the genuine 
Fruits of ſuch hatred and contempt, and keep men allo 
from Repentance for any thing that they. have ſaid or 
done (how cruelly ſoever ) againſt ſuch Miniſters, and 
others, as are repreſented as {o odious to them. 

4. They hereby fortifie the Peoples Souls againſt re- 
ceiving converting , or edifying inſtruction, by ſuch 
accuſed Miniſters. | 

5. They furniſh Papiſts, Infidels, and other Adver- 
ſaries, with Matter of Accuſation againſt one part of the 
Miniſters and Servants of Chriſt : They are able now to 
ſay, that ſuch and ſuch Proteſtant Clergy-men them- 
ſelves reported it. 

6. They tempt the worler and weaker ſort of the ac- 
cuſed, to return the like meaſure to them again, and to 
judge as they are judged : Satan hereby gets Matter for a 
Temptation, to call the Acculers Fools 1n revenge, to 
bring them to the danger mentioned, Az. 5.22. and 
to hate their Brethren for hating them, that they may be 
as Murderers, that have not eternal Life abiding in them, 
Joh. 3. 15- | 

7. And laſtly, they hereby perhaps quiet their own 
Conſciences, and deceive themſelves ; or at leaſt for a 
while, with ſome, preſerve their Reputations, by making 
it believed, that their Coxformity, or difference from the 
Non-Conformiſts, conſifteth but 1n the rejetion of ſuch 
wild Opinions, as the Affirmers hold ; and in being the 
wiſe Spectators of ſuch as are beſide themſelves. 

' Butthe Sun will ariſe after the. longeſt, and the darkeſt 
Night: In the meantime this Candle way ferye _ 
wy merly 
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merly deceived Reader, to ſave his Soul from the mortal 
ſin, of hating his Brethren wrongfully, which falſe Accu- 
ſers would tempt him to be guilty of. 

The Terms need little Explication : 1, We call things 
here [ Lawful and Unlawful) in reſpedt to the Laws of 
God : For as to the Laws of Men the Affirmation of the 
Queſtion, were but a mad Contradiction. 

2, We ſpeak of that which is Azrecedently Lawful 
as Cloathed with all its Accidents, fave this ſubſequent 
' one ( being commanded by Authority ) And that the 
Queſtion is, whether the Command of Authority be an Ac- 
cident that renaereth it Unlawful, 

3. Wetake [ Lawful Authority ] to be a Tautologie , 
( for all Authority is Lawful, being 1n the Senſe in the 
Queſtion nothing elle, but a Fs Regenai ; and [| Fus 
Fuſtum, ora Lawful Right ] 1s a Tautologie: If it be not 
Lawfutl, or a Fs, it 1s but equivocally called 4thoriry: ) 
Yet becauſe the equivocal uſe of the Word, may to 
ſome need ſuch an Expoſitory Epithete, it may here be 
born. ; | 

And we ſuppoſe that the Word ſ{ignitieth [ Authoriry 
over the Perſons, and in General, over the Aﬀeairs in Que- 
ſtion ; ſo that you may lee firſt here what zs zot the Que-.- 
ſtion, and thereby the more eaſily perceive what it is. - 

1. The Queſtion is not of a thing before Lawful 
meerly as an A 72 geere, vel ſpecie, but Unlawful by © 
ome other Accident, e 9, It is Lawfal to kill, and to k;4 
4 Man, (elle none could be put to death for Capital 
Crimes ;) but it is Unlawfulto Kill « ju? 24am: And if 
Rulers Command it, it is ſtill Unlawful ; but not becauſe 
it is Commanded by them, but becaule it 15 fort;ddex of 
God, Tt is Lawful to forbear preaching, ( elle women: 


might not forbear ;,) but nor for a true Ainiſter of Chriſt 
£0. 
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to forbear it, when mens Souls notoriouſly need his 
preaching, and he is able conſideratis conſiderandss to 
perform it : If ther Rulers forbid 1t him, It 1s ſtill Un- 
lawful to forbear , but not becauſe they forbid him, but 
becauſe God Commandeth him in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 
inſtantly to preach, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. 

2. The Queſtion is not of the Command of Uſurpers, 
Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical: For their Command (ometimes may 
make a thing Antecedently Lawful to become UV zlawful, 
by Accident, at.that time, and to that Perion. As it is 
Lawfal in it ſelf to meet an Uſurper, and to put off the 
Hat to him, and to give him Money ; but if he by pre- 
tended Authority Command the Kings Subjects to appear 
before him as their King, or to put of the Hat in token of 
ſubjeFion to him , or to pay bim Tribare as his Subjects, 
it is an Unlawful owning of him, 1o far to obey him, 

Itis in it ſelf Lawful to go #0 Rome, but not in obed:- 
ence to the Pope, who is an Uſurper,if he Command it us. 
It is in it ſelf Lawful to take an Oath, yea an Oath of Obe- 
dience (viz, To the Kino :) Butif the Pope, or, one of 
his Prelates would Command the Kings $u'jefs to take 
an Oath of Obedience to him ,, yea, or to perform Obeai- 
ence & ſuch, it may become Unlawful ſo to own his 
Ulurpation. 

It 1s Lawful, and a Duty, to be juſtly obedient to a 
true Paſtor, or Biſhop of the Church: Bur if Arrians be 
obtruded on Antrch, Aexandria, Ceſarea, and other 
Eaſtern Churches, even by the Emperour Yalexs, the 
Churches will reſolutely refuſe to obey, or hear them : 
Or if fede vacante one intrude without a true Ca//, and 
will tyranically make himſelf a Paſtor, or is obtruded by 
the Pope, or other Foreign Power, without the conſexr 
of the Church (either the Clergze, or the Flocks) or any 
one 
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one that hath true power to chuſe him to that place or Off 
fee, it may be ain. to own ſuch an Uſurper, though by 
an Action Lawful 1a it ſelf. | _ 

3. The Queition 1s not of men that have Lawful q- 
thoz:ty over «:4hcrs, and not ever the Perſon in Queſtion : 
The king of Frazce may have Lawful Authority zhere, 
and yer no Authority to Command us in Emgland. 

4. Nor is the Queſtion of a Ruler that hath Authority 
in other matters, but not iz the matters now in Queſtion. 
For as Rzch, Hooker faith, Though a man be-a Lawful 
Governour, yet if he extend his Commands beyond. his 
Authority, and Command that which he hath no true 
power to Command, it is not diſobeying. Authority, 
therein to dilobey him: e. g. If the Judge of the Com- 
»:0u-Pleas Command that which is proper to the Judges 
of the Kings-Bench, extra proprium forum, they have no 
Authority, If a Zitop would command Husband-men 
when to Plow and Sow, and with what Seed, and what. 
Cloaths to wear, and what Meat to eat in particular, 
or all Phyſitians what Phyſick to give each Patient ; 
thele Commands are Uſurpations, and make no Daty : 
Nay unlets oreater Accidents preponderate tO make x8 
thing needfui on ſome other accounts,it'may do fomewhat 
towards the making of an A& otherwiſe Lawful to be- 
come Unlawful, when the doing it will excenrage and 

ftrengtien ſuch Uſurpers, and be a ſcandalous ſieming to 
own their Ufurpation. So if a Juſtice would preſume 
to arrogate the power of 2 Judge, or a Conſtable of a 
Juſtice, or a Church-warden of a Conſtable, or- a Magi- 
frate of the Paſtors of the Church, exc. $, 

Bur becaule it ſeemeth doubtful, whether the Queſtt- 
on be of one that hath Authority to Command the 
Lawful thing in Queſtion; or only of one that hath Au. 

| D | thority 
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thority in General, whether his Authority extend to the 
Point in Queſtion : and if not, whether his Command 
make the 47 Unlawful to be done : We ſhall include 
what we afſert in theſe Propoſitions, which will ſhew 
what it is that we deny. * | 

Pr.” 1, To queſtion whether it be Lawful, yea or a Duty, 
to obey them whom we ſuppoſe to' have Authority to Com- 
mand the very thing queſtioned, is but to queſtion the ſame 
thing which we firſt affirm ; and to deny it, is to deny what 
we firſt affirm. 

For to have Authority to Command an Action, is no- 
thing elſe but to have Authority to oblige me to do that 
Aiion by Command. And is it a wile Mans Queſtion, 
whether he that hath Authority to oblige me by his 
Command ta do an Ao, doth not,. by making it my 
Daty, make it become Unlawful ? That 1s, whether 
Dwty be Sin, whether Life be Death, and Light be Dark- 
neſs? Why ſhould Men be feigned ſo mad, as to argue at 
this rate? 

Pr. 2. If the Queſtion be, whether any Ruler have 
power to Command a thing which would be no Duty, but 
indifferent, if he did not Command it? It is to queftion 
that which all ſober Perſons muſt aſſert, in the disjundtive 
uſe of Things, or Aitions, as to each other, That is, 

1. Nothing is to be done or commanded, that is not 
good before, or made good and uſe ful by the Command : 
Idle Laws are not good, if idle words be bad. - 

2. The End and Benefit of an Adtion may be zeceſſa- 
ry, and the commandixg of an Action or Circumſtance 
before indifferent, ( comparatively as to others, ) may be 
disjunitively neceſſary, ( either this or that , ) and the in- 
diffgrency, taken away, and the: thing made both Natu- 
rally a4 orally pood, by the Determination of' the Com- 


mand.” | For 
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For Inſtance: It is zeceſſary that the Army keep roge- 
ther, and march in Waity and Order : Tt 36 ene JK 
ceſſary that 'they all meet, or Rendezvous at 972 determ#- 
nate certain place ; and it is* eceſſazy that they meet at 
one determinate cert:in time, or ay: It is therefore xe- 
ceſſary that oxe certain place and time be determined: By 
Conſent it will not be: It is therefore zeceſſary that it be 
done by Command, . None of this is ans Sag Bur the 
place, and day, may be antecedently ſo indifferent, that no 
Man can ſee a Reaſon, why oxe, rather than the other 
ſhould be choſe, no. more. than why of two equal 
Eggs I ſhould chuſethis, rather than the other. Tn this 
caſe it is not properly chuſizg, but zating: I.do ifbt 
chuſe this rather than the other, there being .no. prefe- 
rence of Eſiecem ;, but only I take this, and not the other ; 
becauſe 7 muſt take one, and I muſt take but one. And 
when the indifferent Place azd Time is determined of, 
it chez, and thereby, is made profirable to the 'Exd,which is 
Unity and Order, Thus far things weceſſary in. genere 
( this or that aisjunitively) and unneceſſary. antecedent- 
ly in particular ( this no more neceſſary than zhaz,) may 
be commanded by Authority, .and are thereby made Na- 
turallyuſeful, and Morally the Subjeits Duty. Yet 
Pr. 3. JF the Queſtion be only in matters of God's wor- 
ſhip or Religion, whether the ſame hold there , we affirm 
that it there holdeth alſo. Which we thus explain. * 
1. No Ruler hath Authority to forbid what God com- 
mandeth, or to command what God foxbidgdeth, as to 
Attion, or any Circumftance of. an Aion, * 


' 2, No Mancan command. by pretence,of an Authori- 
ty co-ordinate .with God's, but only” derived, and ſub- 
ordinate. "4.4, 41. 

\ "wk. os : y . '' ba 5 bet : Ps 
3- No Man can'do any thing which, Go hath bt 
; D z ++, Propriatcd 
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propriated to himſelf as his own proper work , as to 
make Univerſal Laws for the whole World, or Church, 
to make another Goſpel, Divine Covenant, or Sacra- 
ments of Gods Covenant, to add to, or diminiſh, or 
alter the Word of God , to alter the Miniſtry, Church- 
ftate, or Law's which he hath made, or to make the like , 
or to change his Inſtitutions. 

4. No Man can command any thing, but what God 
giveth him Authority to command, for there is no 
Power but of God. 

5, But God giveth Men Authority to command things 
before indifferent in his worſl ip, ſuch as we before deſcri- 
bed about Civil or Military things : That is, Ir is ece/. 
fary that the Worſhip of God be orderly performed in Sa- 
cred Aſſemblies, and that Unity and Cexcord be there 
kept : It is therefore neceſlary that many meet in the 
ſame Place, and the ſame Time, and ule the ſame Tranſla- 
tion of Scripture at that time, and the ſame Metre and 
Ture of Plalms, and hear the ſame Preacher on the ſame 
Text, and the ſame Sermon, and that the Preacher at 
that time uſe the ſame words and Method of Prayer and 
Sermon to them all, whether by Notes, or without, e+c. 
But whether it be zh:s place or that, this day and honr or 
that , this Tranſlation, Metre, Tune, or that z this Chap- 
ter, Text, Methoi, words, or that, may be indifferent 
before, and needſu! and a Duty to the People after the 
Determinatios of the Ruler, to whom it doth belong. 

Pr. 4. 1f a Ruler do not Att quite out of the Matter or 
Circuit of his own Furi{diction, about a thing which be- 
Tongeth wot to him, nor by his Determination of Circum- 
ſtances ſubvert the thing Circumſtantiated, and the very 
End or work it ſelf , though he miſs it in a work which be- 
longeth to his Office, and ao it not the beſt way, but be _ - 

| pable 
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pable in his Command, the Subjei? yet may be bound to do 
what is ſo commanded, and is not excuſed by the faulti- 
neſs of the Rulers determining Commands, Which we 
thus explain, 

I. Ir belongeth not to a King to govern a Mans 
thoughts, Therefore it he make Laws for our thoughts, 
it 15 doubted by many, whether they oblige , unleſs as 
he is the Official Promulgator of God's Laws, or exhort 
Men to obey them: Yer knowing that he is God's Mini- 
fter for our good, if he ſhould Miniſterially command us 
not to think ill of God, or well of wickedneſs, &c, we 
will not concur with thoſe that affirm, that »o ſecondary 
Obligation arilethfrom his Command ; as long as we al 
hold, that if a Church-Paſtor Miniſterially as Chriſts Offi- 
cer, forbid blaſphemous, malicious, filthy thoughts, 
and Command holy meditation, and mental Prayer and 
Thanksgiving, his initerial Command hath an an- 
ſwerable Obligation. Tr ſufficerh us therefore to ſay, that 
Kings cannot pariſh Men, or reward them for their 
thoughts ; which is from their Natural Incapacity of 
knowing them: For could they kzow a Thought\al Plot 
of Treaſon, or a wiſe and honeſt contrivance. or deſign 
for Pu*lick good, we cannot ſay that they might not an- 
ſwerably puniſh and reward them. 

But to go to clearer Inſtances : It belongeth to the 
King to give gezeral regulatins Laws to Phyſicians, to 
Mariners, to Parexts, tO Nurſes, tO Farriers, to Brew- 
ers, Babers, Cooks, exc, He may forbid Phyſicians 
theuſe of ſome dangerous Drugs ; and Mariners ſome 
times, and places, that are unſafe , and Parents, and 
Nurſes, to give their Children ſome pernicious Food, 
or wicked Counſel or Education , and Brewers, Bakers, 


and Cooks, to poiſen Men, or deceive them in the mat- 
ter 
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ter of their Trades. But if he make ſuch Laws as take 
theſe Mens Callings out of their hancs , It he will chuſe 
a Phyſician, for every Patient, and the Medicines that 
every Phyſician ſhall uſe, with Doſe, Time, and other 
Circumſtances ; and what Food every Parent ſhall give 
his Children, with the Meaſure, Time, ec. and ſo of - 
the reſt, This is to go-beyond his Calling, and {o be- 

yond his true' Authority, and ſuch Laws oblige not. 
So if a King will give ſuch Laws to Chriſt's :rwe 17- 
niflers, as turn them out of their Callings, and take them 
all upon himſelf , it is an a&ting beyond, and without Au- 
thority, and doth not oblige. Ir 15 the Office of a ?aftor 
of the Church, to have and uſe the Keys of the Church, 
to be the immediate Miniſterial Fudge of Individuals, 
who is to be taken in by Baptiſme, and entertained in holy 
Communion, and in Sin called to Repentance ; and for In- 
penitency ſhut out by Excommunication , and upon Repen- 
tance reſtored by Abſolution, For the right performance 
of all theſe the King may give gezeral reoulating Laws, 
ſubſervient to Chriſf”s Laws, to ſecure and promote ther 
execution ; and he may forbid and punith grols abuſes of 
the Miniſtry, as well as of Phyſicians, and other Cal- 
lings. But if he will uſurp:the 24izifry in the Parts 
aforeſaid, or take' thoſe Parts out of the Miniſters hand, 
and as Yzziah burn Incenſe : If he will chuſe for the Mi- 
niſter what Text ſtill ro Preach on, and what words in 
Preaching and. Prayer ſtill to ſay, and bid him 7»ſtruc#; 
reprove, comfort, direct, baptiſe, abſolve no man but 
ſuch 1s are named to him by the King, nor in any words 
but ſuch as he preſcribeth , this being, 1. A deſtroying of 
a Office of Chriſf's Inſtitution. 2, And an nſurping of it 
without Chriſt's conſent , ſuch Laws oblige not, but are 
null as to Conlcience, for want of, rrue Authority in' the 
den t=n Makers: 
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Makers : As the Sentence of a_ Judge i# foro alienv, or in 
a Circuit, City, or Corporation, where the Power is ap- 
propriated to others. | y POE 

2, And if a Prince, or. Inferiour Ruler, : who .hath' 

wer to determine Circumſtantials about the, Callings 
of his Subjects, ſhall ſo determine them as ſhall overthrow 
the very End and work 1t ſelf, in a Calling which God by 
Nature, or Scripture, hath made neceſſary , this Determi- 
nation bindeth not, it being an A without Authority : - 

For it is as true of Magiſtracy, as of Paul's Apnſtleſhip, 
we have this power for edification, and not for deſtruttion, 
2 Cor. 10. & £3. 10. EP9. 4 12. 2. Cor. HI 
I Cor, I4. 5. 12, 26, . 

It is the pernicious errour of ſome Papiſts, to Dream 
that their Pope and Church hath a Power of obligatory 
judging in matters of Faith and Pratticeyin partem utranm 
libet , and in this wicked ſuppoſition they Cant over: 
and over to the ignorant, who [hall be Fudge. To which 
we ſay, That Publick Fudgment belongeth fo Publick 
Perſons , that is, To the Magiftrate [| who ſhall have Ci- 
vil Communion | (even on Religious accounts,) and to 
the Paſtors [who ſhall have Church-Communion, ] and pri- 
vate Fndgment (diſcerning each Mans Duty) belongs 
to every rational man, But all men are Subjects os God, 
and their judgine Power 1s limited by his Laws, 

If the Queſtion be, whether there be a God, a Chriſt, a 
Scripture, a Heaven, an Immortality of Souls, &>c, Kings, 
and Paſtors, and Councils may, and muft judge that 
there is , but none of them may judge that zhere zs not ; 
if they do, it's worſe than »ull: And in Prafticals," if the 
Queſtion be, whether we may, or muſt pray for the hallow- 
ing of God's Name, the coming of his Kingdom, the doing 
of his will on Earth as it is done in Heaven ; or whether 
VC 
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we muſt /ove and worſhip God, and hear hum, and edi- 
tate on his word , and whether true Miniſters of Chriſt 
may, or muſt Preach in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon , and ſeek 
to inſtrutt and ſave Mens Souls; whether we muſt ho- 
nour our Parents, relieve the Poor, and fave Mens lives, 
in danger, from Murdcrers, e#c. They have Authority 
to judge affirmatively, but none at all tojudge xegatively , 
- which if rhey do, it's worle than #7, 

So Kings and Paſtors have power to judge that we 
may not take God's Name invain, ner te perjured, wor 
prophane his ſeparated day, nor forſake the aſſembling of 
our ſelves for his Publick worſhip, nor Murder, nor com- 
mit Alultery, nor ſteal, nor the, or bear falſe witne(s, 
nor perſerntc, nor hurt any m18 tmuriouſly; but they 
have no power to judge that we #227 av any oze of thele : 
and if they to judge, or command, 1t 1s a »»/ity to the 
Subject, and worſe to them/efves, God hath made no 
- men abſolute Faces, but given them a Regulatiny ana 
Limiting Law to Fudge by, : 

Even fo thoſe Rulers who have Power to Jadge and 
Command {ome Circymitances of Dicine Worſhip, they 
have it but as a means of promoting that worſhip, and its 
Ends, by the means of Eaifying-Order , and they have 
no Power to de//roy the worſhip,or its Ends, For Inſtance, 
whoever hath Power to determine of the Place of Pub- 
lick woribip, hath that Power tor the worſhip, and wor- 
ſhippers ſake , and is to be obeyed when he doth it ac- 
cordingly. But if he Command a thouland Perſons to 
meet. no where but in a Room that will not hold two 
hundred, or three hundred , or fifty thouſand Perions to 
mect no where but in one Temple, where above three 
thouſand cannot hear ; this is, on pretenſe of o rdcring 
and p/acizg God's Worlhip, to forbid it to all the reſt ; for 
which 
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which God never gave him Power : So allo it-is, if he 
command them to meet no where but forty, or thirty; or 
twenty miles off from their Habitation, or where they 
cannot go without deſtroying the work and Exd. 

So whoever hath Power to chule the Day, or. the 
Hours of God's Publick Worſhip, hath this Power for 
the work ſake, and the Peoples edification , and is to be 
obeyed when his Commands are an{werable. But if he 
ſhould Command Men to worſhip Gcd only oxce 4 Tear, 
or once a Month, or todo it only at Mid-night, and fo 
deſiroy the work by i!'-riming it ; this is a z«llity, as be- 
ing an Ac without Authority, and worle, as againſt the 
Laws of God, 


Se whoever it be that hath Power to appoint Paſtors 
and Teachers to the Churches or Publick Aſſemblies, 


it they ſhould, as Coxſtantins and Yalens, lend Arrians to 
be Bihops, or any other intolterable Perſons, who 
through utter inſufficiency, Hereſie, or Malignity are un- 
capable, and will do more hurt than good , or if they 
would limit the Churches, or Countries, to an utterly 
incompetent Number, and ſay, No other ſhall Preach, but 
ſach uncapable Perſons, or no more than one to fifty thou- 
ſand Souls, or where ten or twenty are neceſſary z this is 
to forbid Preaching, or corrupt it, and deſtroy Mens 
Souls on pretenſe of Order: And it 1s a nullity, and 
worle, | 
So if the ſame Rulers ſhould ſay, that, Tor ſhall Pronch. 
only in Country Villages, but not within many miles of Ci- 
ties, or Corporations, Which truly and notoriouſly want. 
your Preathing z, this were but to forbid ſuch Cities, and 
Corporations, to heax the neceſſary Preaching of the Goſpel, 
and the Miniſters to Preach' it z and 1s a nullity. and 
worſe, as being both without any: Authority'from God, 
and againſt his Laws. E 3.But 
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(54. Butlif 2rue - Rightfw!: Gruernours,, who have Power 
to determine Circumſlantials, Civil, or Religibis, thall 
miſ-determine them ,, yet io as not to deſtroy the work, or 
Ezad, nor put Subje&s on the breaking of any Law of 
God ;* here their t:ult will not diſoblige us from the Du- 
ty of obeying. Though it be a ſinful miſtake of theirs, 
we may be yet obliged to do what they Command us. 
For Inſtance, | 
The Ruler chuſeth a Place leſs conventent, that hath 
#0 Seats, or an ill acceſs, yet capable of rhe Aſſembly , 
He chuleth a /eſs convenient Hour of the Day ; he pla- 
ceth the Palpit-ina leſ: convenient Place , he appointeth 
a tollerable, but not the beſt Tranſlation of the Scripture, 
and Metre of the Pſalms, or Tunes, to beuled ; he ap- 
pointeth a Be of a _ Print , and ( ſuppoſing him 
Authorized to chuſe the Preacher) he appointeth not the 
beſt, or firteſt Preacher which might be had : And whe- 
ther itbe the preſet Paſtor, or any other (we now dil- 
pute not that) who hath Authority to chule Chapters, 
and Texts, and word the Sermons aud Prayers, it he chule 
a leſs convenient Chapter, Text, or Subject, and leſs con- 
venieut Method and words in Preaching and Prayer ; all 
this s- his 7-firmity aud Fault, but yet the People muſt 
not refuſe the thing ſo commanded : Not that we muſt 
obey it ſub ratione ma't, as ill choſen and inconvenient, 
but. [ Though it be ſuch; ] not qua but quod incon- 
Vemens, | | 
- And: the Reafons are, -1.. An inconvenient ill-choſes 
Place, Time, Text, Tranſlation, Metre, Tune, &c, 
may be good as a means of Union and Concord in the wor- 
[bip, which without that would not be had, and that 
Union'and Concord is a Puty : Therefore {o is the xeceſſa- 
xy m2 az5,#hptigh it be not the beſt that gould'be _ 
*HIiL, © < > SO INETIED 
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If the People will not join with that Tranſlation, Metre, 
Ture, Subjei, Place, Time, which the Miniſter uſeth, 
or chuſeth, they: cannot. join;-with: him. in, rhe worſhip, 
Were there no Interpoſition of Authority, but mens con- 
ſent, 1f a thouſaxd of the People are for a /eſs conveni- 
ent means, (Time, Place, ec.) and a ſmall part for a 
more convenient, they cannot concur but in ſome agree> 
ment: And if the-miſtaken part will not, yield to, the 
other, when Unity ts ' neceſſary, for that Unity ſake the 
reſt muſt yield to them. | | 
2, The /eſs convenient way may accidentally become 
a means to avoid Perſecution, and the loſs of all their Li- 
berty and Publick Advantages ; and they that refuſe that 
may be deprived of all the reſt, And it's better worſhip, 
God, e. g. at att 7nconvenicnt Time,-' Place, er, than 
net at all, _ | 6 FE 
3- The General Obligation fo obey, ayx Governours, 'O 
_ not nullified by.every miſtzke in the Law or Determina- 
tion : For all:Mankind being imperfect; -it is ſuppoſed 
that all Government by Maa is imperfect : If we ſhould 
torbear prayizg till we can pray without all fin, we 
ſhould never pray, and if we ſhould forbear obeyizg till 
Rulers Commands be pexfe#, or b/ameleſs, we ſhould ze- 
ver obey: There is ſome fault in every Traxſlation of the 
Bible, every Verſion of the Pſalms, every Sermon. and 
Prayer, that we hear, or make , and in every Book that 
we write, and Read, If no Parent, Teacher, Maſter, 
Prince, oblige us, but only by ſuch Laws and Mandates 
as have »p fault, ail Goverament and Obedience 15:null, 
or at an End; —- 1, Ton 
bj. No Map is bound to that which is evil, . .  : 


Axſw. 1,\It may be.evilin the Commander, and good 
in the Ozeyer : Not that the ſame thing is good to owe, and 
Ty © E 2 ill 
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ill to the other (though in other Inſtances that often fall 
out;) for it is wot the ſame thing : To Command an 1n- 
conmueient Tim?, Place, Tranſlation, Tunt, &c, 1s one 
' Aion, and to obey that Command is another. | 
2. We obey it not as ev, but as good: The inconve- 
nient Time, Place, &c. 1s not good as inconvenient, but 
as a means of 'Order and Concord, and fo we uſe it, And 
the General Nature of Obedience 15 good , and if we 
mult do zo good, which we cannot do without ſozze adhe- 
rent evil, we muſt ever Pray, Preach, Eat, Drink, or 
Trade more, | | 
Pr. 5. If a Ruley go beyond ( and ſo without ) his An- 
thority, yet in ſeveral Caſes we may be bound to do what he 
Commanaeth, as ſuch, | 
For Inſtance, In caſe the thing be in it ſelf good, or at 
leaſt indifſerent and Lawful , and the Honour of the Ru- 
lex, or the Peace of the Society dependeth on our water;- 
al obeying him: Ir is our Duty to hoxour the King, and 
our Parents and Paſtors, and to avoid all things that will 
diſhonour thera ; or that will encourage others in diſobe- 
dience, or diſorder the Society. If therefore it were 
granted to be the Paſtors Daty, and not the Kings, to word 
our Prayers and Sermons, and chuſe Tranſlations, Chap- 
zers, Metres, Tunes, ec, yet if the King do it, though 
beyond his Calling , that is, 1 he appoint us what Chapter 
to read every day in Publick, and Command ſome Prayers to 
be read, and ſome Homilies, or Printed Sermons to be ſome- 
time read, which are all good and lawful in themſelves, 
not deſtroying the Office of the Miniſiry ; and if by him, 
or the People, it be taken for Con:emp?, and a diſhonowr- 
ing him, to difobey him, the General Command of honour- 
ing the King, will here oblige us to the Commanded 
Action, = 
And 
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Andif the Queſtion be, Whether this be formal 0ze- 
dience, or only material? We Anſwer, 1. It is but a- 
zerial and not formal Obedience, ae ſpecie, properly as it is 
to a Command that is without Authority to that thing, 
But, 2. It partaketh of formal Obedience as to the Gemu, 
in as much as we do it for the honour of a Ruler, and be- 
cauſe it is his Command who hath Authority to Govern 
«, though not to do it by this miſtaken Attion, 

Pr. 6. If a Rightful Ruler ſhould go quite beyond the 
bounds of his Authority, ſo far as that his Command did. 
not at all bind us, yet would it not make ay indifferent 
thing become unlawful, meerly becauſe he doth Command. 
it, what ever any other Accident may do. 

Proved, 1. Becaule there is no force in the Inference, 
[ 1t is Commanaea, ergo, it is unlawful.) 

2. Though Is A& be culpable and without true 
power, yet heis zo Uſurper whom we are oblized to diſown , 
and all true Governours have their faults, 

3. The rhing may be gooa, and ſo a Duty on other ac- 
cidental reaſons, viz. 1. As a means of Concord : 
2, Of pleaſing others to their edification : 3, Of ho- 
nouring Superiours : 4. Of obtaining liberty, and 
avoiding miſchief, and as ſuch, though not as an Act of 
Obedience , may be a Duty. 

4. Elſe it would bein the power of ill-minded Rulers, 
to make all indifferent lawful things to be ſin or unlawful 
to us, by Commanding them ; and fo to deprive us craf- 
tily of all our liberty, and make us Slaves. If Rulers 

forbidding them, make not all things indifferent finful. 
(which many ſay) much leſs their commazding them, _ 
elſe they might command inſtead of forbidding, and dg 
the ſame thing. : 
We do believe that there may be found ſome Perſons " 
eh. 
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the world of ſuch weak Hnderftandings, and wnruly $pi- 
r:ts,' 45 to think rhat it's « ſfal betraying of their Li- 
berty, to- do a thino anteceaently- indifferent, when it. is 
commanded them, Were we acquainted with ſuch a one, 
we might ask him, 1. At what Aze he would have Man- 
kind begin the practice of this Principle ? Infants cannot 
learn it. If before they can feed rhemlelves, they ſhould 
retuſe Meat at the Hour when it's offered them by 
the Mother, becauſe thar Hour was antecedently indiffe- 
rent ; yea, if Children or Servants refuſe their {et Meals 
on that account, it were juit if hunger teach them more 
wit and obedience. If Children will think they betray 
their Liberties, if they learn that Catechiſm, or woras of 
Prayer which the Parents teach them, (even ſer Forms,) 
or if they will not read, hear, or learn,or pray at the Hour 
appointed by their Parents, becauſe it was axtecedently 
zndifferent , or if they will not go to the Church at the 
Honr (et them by the Miniſter, becauſe it was before a 
time indifferent, how ſhould they be. brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? ; 

2. We would ask ſuch a one, Whether this be an obey- 
ing of that Command, Col. 3. 20. 22. [Children obey 
your Parents in all things, for this is well-pleaſing to the 
Lord : Servants obey in all things your a mi ac- 
cording to the Fleſh? Are things lawful none of the [[.4// 
things? ] 

3. If Obedience muſt be only to things aztecedently 
acceſſary, may not the Child in ſuch expe& Obedience 
from the Father , in ſome ſort, as well 'as the Father 
from the Child ? We mean material Obedience, thar the 


p 


thing be done. Ee nt den wes 
4. We hope they will not ſay the ſame to 6d, that 
chey will obey him'In nothing- antecedently indifferent : 
And 
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'And that 1s, becauſe the very nature of obedience is con- 
trary. And if ſo, is it no ſubordinate obedience that is 
due to Parents and other Superiors ? Government, as ſuch, 
can make that a Duty which aztecedently w.zs none, (or 
elſe all Children and Servants live in conſtant ſin :) There- 
fore Obedience, as ſuch,confiſteth in obeying ſuch Govern- 
ment. For though the chief work of all Ru/ers, is to 
urge the oblervation of Gods own Laws, yet their ſecox- 
dary work 1s (as Corporations have By-Laws about Pay- 
ticnlars, under the Univerſal Laws 'of the Kingdom, ſo) 
to determine- of -ſub'ervient Particulars, And if their 
Principle practiſed 1n Families and Schools, would over- 
throw all Family and School Order and Obedience, and 
utterly ſubvert the Education of Mankind , let them con- 
ſider why it ſhould be brought into Kingdoms, Cities, or . 
Churches. Wu 
5: And we would ask them, Whether they live not 
themſelves: in the practice of the contrary ? Do not all 
Sets, even Quakers, meet at the Place and Time which 
their Leaders do appoint them? Do they not hear the 
words which the Leader chuſeth for their Ears ? Do they 
not command their own Servants and Children things 
or c:rcumſtances antecedently indifferent.? "I 
Did we hold ſuch Principles, we thould have lefs rea- 
ſon to lament the fin of thoſe who have of late written 
Accuſations againſt us, as Subverters of Government, 
Order, and Obedience: And if any one can find any 
word of ſuch importance, in any oxecalled a meer Noa- 
conformiſt (which we know not of,) we have no more to 
do with it, than the Church of E-2/azd hath with words 
of Untruth, Crlumny, Errour, or Non-ſenſe, which we 
read in the Books, or hear in the words of any Cox/ ormiſts : 


(ot 
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(of which we are not willing to imitate ſuch as gather 
Catalogues or Dunghills of them:) And the rather be- 
cauſe, 1. We Licenſed not ſuch Books: 2. Nor Or- 
dained (ſuch to the ſacred Miniſtry : 3. Nor have the 
Gevernment of them ; and therefore are not reſponſible 
for them. 

As for thoſe men that have perſwaded the ignorant in 
Print, that we hold the things, tro which we deny Confor- 
mity, to be Indifferent or Lawful, and avoid them only as 
Inconvenient or Offenſive to the weak, and that ſome of 
.us were forced at the Savoy to aſſert, that, Nothing may 
be commanded by Authority which may by accident become 
Unlawful to the Subjef?, (or become his ſin by abuſe.) it 
is a ſubject of which we ſhall here ſay no more, but that, 
we will not here do fo great a diſhonour to the Authors, 
as ſome of them have done to themlelves, that 1s, to tell 
-the world their Names ; the reſt that concealed them,had 
more tenderneſs it ſeems of their Reputation than of their 
- Conſciences: What ſort of Men believe them. it is eaſe 
to conjecture: It is no fault of the Earth to bear them, 
nor of the Sun to ſhine upon the Writers or the Believers 
and we hope it is none in us to hear and bear the Calum- 
-ny,nor(in our circumſtances)that we have not farther pro- 
voked them, by anſwering for our ſelves. We muſt la- 
ment the temptations and dangers of the Age, and the 
ſinful alienation of Minds, Diviſions and Diſtractions, 
which Incendiaries have cauſed, and ſtill cauſe. But 
for our ſelves, we do with peace read and remember, 
Luke 8.17, Nothing s ſecret that ſhall not be made 
.omanifeſt, neither any thing hid, that ſhall xot be 
known and come abroad, Jam. 5.7, 8. Be patient, Bre- 
thren, to the coming of the Lora----— ſtabliſh your hearts, 
for 
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for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, Matth: 5 
Il, I2- Bleſſed are ye when men (ball revile you and 
perſecute you, and ſhah ſay all manner of evil againſt 
you falſly jor my ſaie ; Rejoice and be exceeding ylad, 
&c, Plal. 37. 13. The Lord ſhall laugh at him, for he 
ſeerh that his day is coming, Plal, 146, 4. His breath 
goeth forth, he returneth to his Earth: in that very 
day bis thowghts periſh, Luke 23. 34. Father forgive 
them, for tuey know not what they av. | 
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SINFUL by ACCIDENT, 


AND OF 


SCANDA L. 
PUBLISHED 


To fave Mens Souls from the Guilt of Believing thoſe 
Men who tell them, that the Non-Conformiſts AC 
ſerted, that, [whatever may be the occaſion of Sin to any 
mujt be taken away ;, or that, Nothing may be impoſed 
which Men may take Scandal at, or by Accident turns 
fo Sin, | 


And to help thoſe to Repentance, who have polluted 
their Souls with Falſhood and Uncharitableneſs by 
Believing them, and ſeconding their Reports, 
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JUDGMEN T 
NON-CONFORMISTS 


O F 


Things Sinful by A ccident, and of 
Scandal. 


SqOuld we but have prevailed with Men of conf 
ſed Conceptions, and confounding Pratices, to 
have been reconciled to Diftizi? neſs and Con- 
gruity of ſpeech ; or at leaſt, with Men of hafee, 
zemer:ty, and jaſſion, to have endured it, and patiently 
heard us diftinly tell them what we hold, we might 
have ſpared this trouble to the Reader and our lelves. 
Thoſe that cinnor bear 4:/i2 explication, bur in the. 
Dung:on of Co» #u{i07 ſtill deride or rige at.the Lighr, 
which rendering things »teli»ib{e, doth: gpen the un- 
fovelinels of [:-morance, and the errour and (iz: which 
are its Progeny, are nor the Re:ders fr whom this is 
publithed ; but ſuch as have retained {o much of H- 
| | m14ne 
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' mane Nature, as to love the Light, and be willing to 
know the truth, and to be patient of a little ſober co-/;- 
deration that they may know It. Sls : 

That we may make the matter in queſtion Intelligible, 
we muſt open the Nature of Morality, and io of Moral 
Evil ( or $in,) and what it is to be Evi/ by Accident , 
and what Accidents make a thing unlawful to be com- 
manded; and what not ; and what Scandal is, and how 
far to be awided , which we ſhall do in thele Propoſiti- 
ons following. | 

Prop, 1, MORALITY iseither Regulars, or Regu- 
lata, (menſurans,or menſurata:) The firlt is Radically in 
God's own Mind and Will, and is called by many Zex 
eterna, and it is analy, and expreſſively in Gods Laws 
and /#/ord:nately in Alan's Laws, as they are a Rule to 
Sabjets : Of theſe we are not now to ſpeak, that is, not 
of the holineſs of God or his Laws, nor of Mar's,as they 
are #rn/y a Ru/e to Subjets. 

Aorality 2s Rezulated is ſubjefted in the Minds and 
Aitions of the Creature , ſpecially in the W ILL, and 
in our Actions, as VOLUNTARY, and lo even the 
Laws of Mex, as thoſe Men are God's Sutjets, and their 
Laws are Aitions good or evil, as Reoulared by God's Su- 
periour Laws, are the Subjects of the 440raliry now in 
queſtion. | 

Prop. 2. This Morality in Man's will and Ations is 
nothing elſe, foymally, but their Relation of Conformity 
or Di/conformity to God's Law, as their Rule , (and fub- 
ordinatelv to ſubordinate Rules , ) and mazeriady to the 
End and Otj-ts, | | | 

Prop. 3. How far this Moral Relatinn 1s immedintely 
founded in a Phy/ical R*/ation, which is before it in order 
of Nature, viz, in the ſaid Relation of the mill and d477- 
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# to the End axd Objett as ſuch, antecedently to the 
Relation to the commanding or forbidding Law, we 
would willingly open, were it not left we ſeem, with 
Men that love not much diftin&ion, to juſtibe or excuſe 
them that cenſure us as guilty of exceſs herein, and 
we may do what 1s now neceſſary to be done withour it, 

Prop. 4. No Being as ſuch, no Subſtance as ſuch, no 
Habit as a Habit, Ro Att as an Ai, 1s Morally Good or 
Evil: For ſo they are but Q#id Naturale , and God doth 
not command and forbid Natural beings as ſuch. 

Prop. 5, All Moral Good and Evil is ſubjected in Na- 
tural Beings, or Privations, but not immediately as ſuch 
but as maified, circumſtantiated, and related, 

Prop. 6. Gool and Evil make up all Morality , there 
1s No third S;ecies: There are many things that are 7s- 
different as to 11-14'ity ; that is, neither Morally Good, 
nor Morally Evil , but there 1s nothing Moral. Indifferent: 
Meer Natural Beizgs and Ai7s are Iydifferext as to Mo- 
rality that 15, they are ot Moral: But whatever 85 
Aoral, 1s Morally Good or Evil, and not Indifferent, 

Prop, 7. The Subje&t and quid abſolutum Funaamentale, 

of all 220ra! pood, tt, quid po1tivum, or areal Being ; but 
the Form of moral evi! is ever found indeed in a real Sub- 
ject, but not always in a real fundimentum, For it is 
( oft at leaſt) in fora! Omiſſions and Privations of the 
Ac, and in Privations of lome modal or accidental qua- 
lification, or reCtitude. ge.* 7 

Prop, 8. Yet the formal relations of moral goot and 
evi', are both tru? R2!ations; even Di{- conformity as well 
as Conformity, ( 4s curv tuis and dii-ſimilitude -are, as 
well as r27itud? and imilitude:) And a Meer Neoativ? is 
neither 299d nr evil, e,o, Negative Non-conformity,which 
15 not Privative Diſ-conformity,is noſin ; becaule there be- 
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in>not the Debitum ineſſendi, the pon-ineſſe is inculpable. 
It jeemeth indeed to ſome Learned Men, that xox agere 
may be oral 2004, e.g. Non oaiſſe Deum,aut proximum,non 
mentiri, not to murder, ſieal, ec. And it's true, that the 
n0n agere is the thing remotely commanded, or, /oco w:ate- 
rice remtioris ; but the thing immediately commanded, is 
the Nete azere: The will by all thele Commands is 
bound poſitively to mill the forbidden AR, e.g. Murder, 
Adultery, Lying, ec. To zil/them 1s the prime Duty 
or moral Good (that we ſay not with Ockamn, the oats) and 
2ot-to-de-them 1s the ſecondary, but that 1s as they are 
As reſtraized, or torborn, by a Commanding will : For 
a Man in Infancy, or the Womb, or in an Apoplexie, or 
when he is wholly taken up with fume other fin, not 
then to Steal, Lye, Murder, or commit Adultery, is 
not at, all a zzoral Gavd, Bur a meer 1ncogitincy , 20x 
acere, ox velie, may be a true ral Evil: The reaton 
is, becauſe when a 7i-ht Yolition 15 commanded, ( as to 
love God or Man,) or 2 7/7ht Aion, (to do goud.) not 
to do it 1s a breach of the Command : And #0: to will 
and not to ao when we oug#t 1s the commoneſt kind of 
ſinning. | 

Prop. 9: Right ordered Af700s, Diſpeſitions, ana H1- 
bits then as i», or of the will, directly, and remotely 
ſome ox agency, are the only rhings commanded, called 
morally Good , ( (ave that eornm gratia the Sou' arid whole 
»24nu (or perſon) is well and truly called »eralls 5004: ) 
And the P-7ivation and [nordination of Voluntary Altions, 
Di/þs{itions , and Habits, are the only moral Evil - ( fave 
that the perſon is alſo called tuch eoram graria,) ' 

Prop; 10, An Action may be Indiffereat, or of no 
Morality, as to Elec7ioz, or Performance , and yet to De- 
liberate about that A may be wvrally good, e, g, I may 
doubt 
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doubt of two ways which are equal to my End (as far 
ascan be known by me, )' whether they be-ſo'or not ; 
or which is the better : -T may be obliged to deliberate 
whether they are equal or not, to guide my Progreſs, and 
end my Doubt: And when I have found them equal, I 
have found rhat Comparatively neither of them is mat- 
ter of E/ediop, as by reafon to be preferred to the other : 
But yet becauſe I muſt chuſe 70 gu oz, therefore I muſt rake 
one way and not the other, becauſe I cannot go both : 
But this is only a chufing to go, and a rating that way, 
but not a c<uſizg it, which {ignifieth a rational preferring 
it, Here my Deliberation 1s a moral A#, and fois my 
chuſing to go ; but my chuling this way, rather than the 
other, is none : For upon deliberating I' found that nei- 
ther was Eligible, and Choice no Duty. 

Prop, 11, As the {mallneſs of the leaſt Phy/ica! Being, 
though undiſcernable, proveth it not to be Nothing; fo 
the ſmallneſs of any »20ra! Good or Evil, ( Duty or Sin ) 
proveth not that it is no Dazy, or Sz at all. | 

Prop. 22. Moral Good and Evil is it ſelf only an Accz- 
dent ; for Habits, Diſþ1ſitions, Ations, and Relations, 
are Accidents , and Privations are either reductively Ac- 
cidents (as ſome call them ) or leſs than Accidents, even 
meer zo0things, (though from a Nullity or Privation a 
moral Relation truly ref{ult on the Perſon.) | 

Prop. 13. Therefore when we ſay that a thing is God 
or Evil by Accident, we mean ſomewhat more than that 
the Good or Evil is an Accidert it ſelf, ( for there is no 
other : ) We mean that it is ſomething acciding { or ad- 
ded ) to the former Accident or State that maketh it 
now Good or Evil, "OY Op 

Prop,14.1n an Afi there is conſiderable, 1.” The A7- 
an. as ſiich, or as ſpecified only by the” Faculty, ( 7ntfelle- 
L220 G aliens, 
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Aion, Volition, Imagination &c.) 2. The Action as far- 
ther ſpecified by. the rermin.uting O-jeect ; 1. In the firſt 
reſpect, the Grad: Aus 1s Accidens accidents: And 
an At may become Good or Evil, by ſuch 7ztexſeneſs or 
Remiſſneſs as is ordinate or inordinate, And the Ti- 
ming it may do the like: (As to be Thinking when] 
ſhould fleep.) 2. Ih the tecond re{pect, an Accident ſu- 
pervening Or aaded to the O-jeci, is 121d to make that 
Action Good or Evil by Accident , that is, by an alterati- 
on of the ſpecifying Otje& by ſome Acciaexr. And this 
is the commoneſt Caſe, and the Senle in which this 
Controverlie in hand is mot concerned ; which there- 
fore we deſire to be molt obſerved. 
Prop. 15. Any Man therefore that knoweth what true 
Knowledge is, may eafily perceive that he that will Diſ- 
pute about Bonunavel Malum per [e & per accidens, if he 
would not loſe his labeur, or deceive, muſt uſe more dili- 
gence in explaining theſe Terms, than they do that toſs 
them about unexplained, as if they were iufficiently in- 
telligible of themſelves, to ſuch as lome uſe to make the 
Receivers of their cholerick and ſplenetick evacuations. 
Even Bonum & Malum per ſe, 1s not tuch fer ſe qua ſub- 
{tantiam, nor per ſe qua Attum, nor per ſe qua Intellein- 
nem, Volitionem aut Praxin execurtvam ; but per ſe ut 
Accidens ſubſtantia ( ſcilicet Aium,) circs Objettum 
( quod eft accidens plerumg, ) ſine alters accidente ſuper- 
addito, So that the ſame which now is Bonum vel Ma- 
lum per accidens, is called Bonum vel malum per ſe, in re- 
ſpect to a ſupecvenient Accident : And excluding all Ac- 
cidents, or all Good or Evil by Accident , fo nothing in 
the World is Bozwm or Malum morale per ſe (except 
what is anon excepted. E.G. To Love is a» Ad , that A# 
( as1s the Havzr allo ) is an Accident : To love a ge? | 
IE gooly 
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godly or wiſe, or as my King or Teacher, 1s to love him 
for Accidents z that is, Godlinels, wiſdom, Authority, 
&c. This is Bonum per accidens, and yet Bonum per ſe, 
ſtating the Object thus, without farther Accidents, To 
love him as an Enemy, and Perlecutor, and Silencer of 
Godly Miniſters of Chriſt, is /aium per Accidens, and 
yet alum per ſe, in reipet to farther Accidents. To love 
the Max is not Evil, but to love him for his Evil, The 
Exception here is, when we are bound to love the ſimple 
Eſſence,as ſuch, abſtraRing from all Accidents : 'The prin- 
cipal Inſtance is of our /ove 0 G:4, (of which more anon 
becauſe Tod hath no Accid-nts, and therefore is loved 
meerly as in his Eſſence: And no doubt bur God is to be 
loved as in his Eſſential perfe&tion. But yet we are nons 
of thoſe rhat againſt Per. Hurtado Mendez, and other 
Nominals,will undertake to prove, that Relations to the 
Creatures ( which are Accidents) do not truly belong to 
God; ſuch as that of Creator, Owner, ' Raler, Benc- 

fattor, ec. weleave that Task to the Thomiſts , and to 
other Mens judgements how well they perform it. 

The next Inſtance is ( our love to Man 2s Man,) and 
ſo to other Created Eſſences ; which we deny not, but 
add, 1. That Man's Relation to God, as he ſheweth his 
Maker's perfections is a Relation, and thar's it that is to 
be loved morally in Man, at leaſt principally, and never 
left out : The ſame we ſay of other Eflences. 2. And 
the wiſdom, Goodneſs, and fo the moral amiableneſs of 
Man ( at lealt the principal ) 1s it ſelf an Accident. The 
Word of Gad, and the Worſhip of God, are Accidents. 
But yet we ſay, that the propereſt Notion of Bozwm per 
{e,is, when we love a thing ( but ip-cially God himſelf ) 
as in the ſimple Eſſence, wi.l: vt: a ſupervening obligin 
Accident : And of malum per |:, when God's very E[- 
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ſence is hated,of notloved.: Bur that ahy morallyhate the 
very ſubſtantial Eſſence of a Creature, we leave others 
to prove. 2 ; 

Prop, 16. This holdeth about the very Negative Laws 
of the Decalogue, e.g. To kill a Mans 1n it ſelf no oral 
Evil, elſe it were fin to Execute Malefactors , and Kings, 
Judges, and Souldiers were the moſt criminal ſinners : 
To kill a Man Authoritatively, that is, a Traytor, or Mur- 
derer, is good ; that 1s, an Act with its due Mode and 
Obje&, which are Accidents that make it good. And 
to kill the Innocent, or without Authority, 1s fin by this 
Accident, of an undue Mode and Obje&. 

To take another Mans Goods'or Money is not Malum 
per ſe , for it may be done as a Mul&, or by Law on juſt 
Cauſe, or for the Publick defence by Authority, or by 
his Conſent: But to take it without Conſent, Right, or 
Authority, is ſin by this Accident. So alſo of the fe- 
venth Commandment. The Law forbids the A& as 
Clothed with its undue Accidents. The Names of In- 
juſtice, Coveting, Murder, Adultery, Theft, Falſe-wit- 
nels, ec. all figniftie the Ads with the undue prohibi- 
ted Accidents. One of. our Caſuiſts excepteth only Zy- 
inz, as ſimply per ſe Evil: But he that Lyeth, finneth 
not becauſe he ſpeaketh hoſe ſame words, but becauſe he 
ſpeaketh words that, in re/atzoz to his own mind, and to 
the matter, and to the hearers under{tanding,are fa/ſe and 
deceitful : And that Relative Incongruity of the words 
15 the accident that maketh them ſintul, | | 
Prop. 17. Man paſteth his life among ſuch a multi- 
tude of accidents and circumſtances, that it 1s not oze, 
but very many, that every one of our actions is Clothed 
with, or concerned in, which tend to make 1t Good or 
Evil. 

Prop, 18, A 
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Prop. 18, A chief diſtinQion here to be obſerved, is 
between /mmutable Duties, (ſuppoling our own conti- 
nued Faculties ) and mutable ones , and thoſe things are 
principally or eminently called Good or Evil per ſe, which 
are ſo immntably, and no ſupervenient accident can ever 
make them otherwiſe: And in the moſt notable Senſe 
thoſe things are called Good or Evil per accidens, which ' 
by Jupervening accidents may be changed from what they 
were before. 

Pr, 19. That whichis thus immvtably Good per ſe, is 

Mans Duty- to God himſelf immediately,” as he is our 
Owner, Ruler, Benefattor, and End: Conſidering this 
Duty not in z7hz#s or that time, but iz kind, in its ſeaſon ; 
_ and ſuppoſing our Faculties aud Con-cauſes, For if a 
Man ſhould be exerciſing even Love to God when he is 
bound to ſleep for the ſupport of Nature, or if a Man 
ſhould” love God with fo paſſionate an affe&ion as would 
diſtract him, this, as ſo uſed, is not good ; but we never 
knew any in much danger of ſo over-doing : Nor is it a 
Duty fora Man in Infancy, or an Apoplexy,or deep ſleep, 
&c. actually to love, tear, or truit God , and in other 
ſuch Cafes of Impoſſibility. But when po//ible, or inits. 
ſeaſor, it is immutably a Duty : Not lo rare'y as the Jan- 
ſeniſt chargeth the Jeſuite Caſuitts to hold, once in many 
Weeks, or Months, or Years ; but Love conſtraining us 
to its holy Fruits, muſt be the very New Nature as it were 
of our Souls, and the Buſineſs of our Lives. 

Prop. 20. That which makes this to be Bowum per ſe 
immutabile, which no accident can alter, is, r.' Becauſe 
the Foundations of our Obligations are Immutable, while 
our Faculties and Powers endure (elſe they would ceaſe.) 
for the de/itum is a Relation reſulting from the meer Be- 
ing'or Poſition of the Humane Naturezas-related to = : 

_ | F 


(54) 

And God will never change : Therefore unleſs Man ceaſe 
to be man, or to be able to act as man, the obligation 
can by no accident be changed. 2. Becaule it 1s a duiy 
to the ſupreme Ruler and abſolute infinite Good ; and 
therefore the very performance of it is excluſive of all 
changing accidents: For he that loveth God as a means 
to his fleſhly pleaſure and prolperity only, and as lels 
good to him than the world, loveth him not as God : 
And he that loveth him as God, loveth him as the abſo- 
lute Power, Wiſdom, and Goodne!s, and therefore ex- 
cluſively as to all Competitors, unleſs as this love is /z- 
fully defefive, but that accident of detectivenels makech 
not our love to God to be a fin, but the defe.t of it as to 
degree or frequency of exerciie is the ſin, 3, And alſo 
becaule that God is the Final Ozjed, and Love the Final 
AF ; which together make up the uitimate end of man 
(including the Y:{/0z that kindleth love,and the praz/e.joy, 
and obediexce which exprels it.:) But though means may 
be oft changed, and may be #00 much loved, yet the ultt- 
mate end is unchangeable, and cannot be too much lo- 
ved (by true mental love, diſtin& from diſtracting: paſſt- 
-ons; ) therefore our Obligations to it are according. So 
that Love to God is the moſt immutable Moral Good. 

And the ſame in their p/ace and time muſt be {aid of 
holy Fear, Truſt, and Obedience to God, from which no 
Accident can difoblige us ; no Command or Prohibition 
of man , no ſuffering of body, or danger of life it elf, 
much leſs the allurements of tenſual delights. 

Pr. 21, Accordingly to hate God, to diſtruſt his known 
Promiſe, to diſobey his known Law. to oppole or perle- 
cute his known Intereſt in the world, in his word and 
worſhip, Church and Servants, arc immutab!y evil per ſes 
which no Accident can make good or lawful: For the 
Reaſons before given, 22, But 
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Pr. 22, But where the je is mutable,and the circum- 
ſtances of things which the Obligation preſuppoſeth, 
there the dury or firfulneſs is by ſupervening Accidents 
mutable : Even Inceſt, which 1s a hainous fin, was a duty 
to Adams Children, becauſe of accidental difference of 
the caſe. The killing of an innocent Son, was well con- 
ſented to by 4braham, when the Lord of Life and of all 
the world had commanded it , and that conſent was an 
at of eminent goodneſs, and accordingly rewarded. 
The borrowing of the E2yp:ians Goods without intent to 
reſtore them, and the robbing of them by taking them 
away, was well done, when the abſolute Owner of the 
World had by his Precept altered the Propriety. Thus 
the altering of the Caſe may alter Obligations, 

Pr. 23. But beſides the 7mmutable Obligations to God 
 himſe'f, there are many inſtances of eur actions towards 
»en, and worldly Things, which are ordinarily unchanged ; 
and only ſome rare or ſupernatural declaration of the will 
of God doth changethem : For as God the Author and Or- 
derer of Nature, ſheweth us by experience,that he delight- 
eth much in the ordinary Conitancy of his operations, and 
rarely chanoeth the _ of Nature, {o there 1s an anſwera- 
ble conſtancy in the ordinary ſtate axd order of Things, and 
conſequently of ob/zgations or duty, And thele are the 
matter of Gods commoy univerſal Laws, which ordina- 
rily oblige all mankind, Theſe are the matter. of the ſe- 
cond Table of the Decalogue ; and are feconds in point 
of immutable Obligation to the firft (mentioned) fort (our 

2tural duty to God :) For though man-be mutable, and 
God immutable, yet God preſerveth ſo much conſtancy 
in Humane Affairs, as is juſt matter of conſtant univer- 
fal Laws, (though they are lyable rarely to diſpenfations 
or exceptions.) And' as not murdering, not committing 
Adultery, not ſtealing, not lying, or falſe witnels bear-- 
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ing are ſuch, ſo alſo are the meer Poſitives of the firſt 
Table, ſuch as are the acts of 1»ſtituted worſhip, and the 
holy obſervation of the Lords day. 

Prop. 24. The Caſes of Mans Lite,which are more 2u- 
table, are the matter of mutable Daty and Sim, which 
are moſt uſually called Good or Evil per accidens, becauſe 
that mutable accidents, added to the more conſtant acci- 
dents,make them ſuch by change.And fo it is greatly to be 
noted, that the Act which is a Duty to one Man, in one 
Place, at one Time, ec. may be a fin to another Man, 
or at another Time, Place, exc. And that new accidents 
may again come in, and make that Action,that was ain, 
to become again a Duty: And more new accidents may 
make ir a fin again, and fo over and over: Even as 
when you are weighing in the Ballance, one Grain may 
turn the Scales the other way, and two more 1a the other 
end may turn them back again, and three more in the 
other end may yet return them, and ſo on many times 
over and over. For Inſtance, Suppoſe an honeſt Man 
cannot pray without ſome unſeemly faults in utterance ; 
in ſecret it 1s his Duty to pray vocally if that moſt profit 
and affect his heart , if an exceptious Perſon be known 
to over-hear him, it may be a fin to do it audibly: If his 
Family be capable of bearing it, it is his Duty to do it as 
he can : If ſtrangers come 1n that would by {corn make 
it do more hurt than good, he may be bound to forbear 
till they are gone: When they are gone it is his Duty 
again : A Fire breaketh out,or one falleth into a {wound, 
and 1t is his Duty to forbear : When that 1s over, it may 
be his Duty again, &c. | : | 

Pr. 25, Two ſorts therefore fin againſt God, that 
would tye Men to do the very ſame things, of fuch a 
mutable Nature, without excepting the mutation of ae- 
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cidents: 1. Thoſe that will tye them to it by perempto- 
ry Laws: 2. Thoſe that will cenſorioufly reproach or 
condemn them as ſinners, that do not do juſt as they do, 
when the Circumſtances alter the Caſe : Many are fo 
guilty who complain of other Mens Impoſitions. 

Pr. 26, Hence it 1s evident, that Prudence, diſcerning 
how the alteration of acciaents alter our Obligations, 1s 4 
very needful thing to Chriſtians, for the ſame guidance 
of their hearts and lives: And as Men picture Fuftice as 
holding the Ballance, fo ſhould Chriftiaz Prudence be 
thought on, even as judging of Good and Evil with the 
Ballance in our hand, and putting every Grain of confi- 
derable accidents into each end : And much errour, cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, diforder, and other fin 1s in. the World, by 
ignorant Mens judging of things by ſome miſtaken word 
of Scripture, without prudent weighing of Circumſtan- 
ces, and diſcerning which preponderateth : There were 
Circumſtances in which ?Pau/ would ſhave his Head, and 
Circumcile Timothy, and become a Jew to the Jews , 
and there were Circumſtances in which he faith, ZF ye 
be Circumciſed Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing : Stand faſt in 
the liberty with which Chriſt hath made you free. 

Pr. 27. Hence the common People, who cannot be 
expected to have a ſufficient meaſure of ſuch ponderating 
'- Prudence, do need ſpiritual Guides , who ſhould be good 
Caſuiſts, and endowed with ſo much accurateneſs of Spi- 
ence, and Prudence, as to be able to examine all the Cir- 
cumſtances of Actions, (as Phyſicians muſt do about 
their Patients Caſe ) and to ſee when one Grain or Acci- 
dent doth indeed determine them to be good or evil. 

Pr. 28. And the Laws of juſt Governoars being made 
by Men that muſt be preſumed to be wiſer than the ordi- 
nary Subjects, in the matters which belong to their own 
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Office ; as alſo the deciſion of a fpiritual Caſniſt and Paſtor , 
if either of them be put into a Ballanoe that before ftood 
equal, are an additional Accident which muſt turn the 
Scales: Suppoſing that the former equality, or ſuſpenſe, 
was not from the Perſons ſinful z2oraxce, or negligence, 
Prop. 29. But in ſuch variety of Caſes and intricate 
difficulties, God doth not lay our ſafety, peace,and com- 
fort, upon ſuch degrees of accurateneſs and Prudence 
as we cannot attain, though truly willing and faithfully 
endeavouring it by ſincere diligence : Noris God pleaſed 
that Men be over {crupulous, or over folicitous, about 
leſſer doubtful Circumſtances ; that is, that we negle&t 
the Duty ir ſelf, or too much delay it, or live in ſelf-di- 
ſtracting uncomfortable deſpondencies ; making God's 
ſervice burdenſome and grievous to us, either by an over 
troubleſome and tedious care of ſome lels accident, or be- 
cauſe we can do the work no more exactly : Like a Ser- 
vant that inſtead of his days work and journey, would fit 
down and ſpend half the day in crying becauſe he can 
dono better, or in curious enquiries about leſſer Circum- 
ſtances: But God would have us upon our ſincere wil. 
lingnels, and a proportionable fidelity in enquiry, to do 
his ſervice chearfully as well as we-can , and to goon as 
believing that we have a merciful God, a ſufficient and a 
pardoning Covenant, and expect with joy his acceptance | 
of our ſincerity, oy 
Pr. 3o. He that would tell Rulers that they may law- 
fully command every thing which is not evil in the Phy- 
fical Action, conſidered without its Accidents ; or that is 
Hot evil in the frf# Accidents or Circumſtances that 
cloth it, will teach them to caſt off Religion and com- 
mon honeity and juſtice, and to own more iniquity than 
ever Mahomet, or any falſe Prophet to. gur — 
PCr) ha 
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hath defended, and ſuch as Satan himſelf hath confeſſed 
to be evil. OST UE | 

Pr.31. No man may command others any a&tion,which 
is by accident unlawful ro be commanded : For it is fin, 
if {in by accident.) But Rulers may command many 
things, which the SubjeX may by accident make ſinful 
for himſelf to do, (as ſhall be ſhewed.) t 

Pr. 32, For there are ſome accidents rendring the act 
ſinful, which a Ruler may and ought to make provifion 
againſt, or prevent: And there are ſome which he net- 
ther can prevent, nor is bound therefore to forbear or 
change his Law, For inſtance, - | 

Pr. 33. No man is bound to forbear a Law or Practice, 
which is commanded of God, or is neceſlary to a greater 
good, (as Gods Glory, the Publick ſafety, the ſalvation 
of many, or himſelf, &c.) leſt fome man ſhould turn ir 
to his own ſin and ruine: Gods Laws muſt not be broken, 
nor the Publick Welfare hazarded, to ſave a particular 
perſon from himſelf, and from his finful inclinations to 
ill doing. -* ; 

Pr. 34, As to a circumſtance that is indifferent antece- 
dently to. further accidents, and if it be determined ome 
way will do accidentally a great deal of good and a little 
hurt, and if the orher way, it will do alittle good and a 
great deal of hurt ; the Ruler, if he foreſee it, muſt de- 
termine it the firſt way, notwithſtanding the accidental 
hure (whether fin or ſuffering) which will follow. Be- 
caule a greater hurt is more carefully to be avoided than 
a leſs, and a greater good more carefully to be endea- 
voured than a leſs: E. g. If the Army be appointed to 
meet at ſuch a day and place, ſome few Souldiers (one of 
a thouſand) will mutiny and not appear: If at another 
time and place , moſt of chem will mutiny. Or if a 

To H 2 Congre. 


(60) 

Zongregation be appointed to meet at ſuch an Hour and 
Place for Cods Worſhip, and join with ſuch a worthy 
Teacher, one of an hundred will {chiſmarically ſeparate : 
If in another Place, at another Hour, with another wor-- 
thy Teacher, an hundred to one will ſeparate. Here the 
Ruler muſt firſt avoid the greater Evil that by accident 
will follow. If one pecviſh hearer will ſinfully ſeparate 
if the Preacher uſe Sermon Notes, or if he uſe ſuch a - 
Tranſlation, ſuch a Metre, ſuch Tunes of Pſalms, if he 
pray freely without a Form, or if he uſe the lame words 
often as a Form ; and if an hundred to oxe are for the con- 
trary, and would ſeparate if he did orherwiſe, the greater 
Evil by Accident muſt be avoided before the leſs. 

Pr. 35. So much are wicked Men inclined to turn all 
things 1nto. ſin, that it is not poſſible to command any 
thing ſo good, which bad Men may not make a finful 
uſe of: Sin taketh occaſion of God's own Command- 
ments, Ro, 7. 8. 

Pr, 36. No Ruler is bound to ſuſpe& and prevent 
ſuch unuſual dangers of mens fin, or ruine, as fall out 
beyond all rational fore-ſight or expeCtation, of whoſe 
probable event, or poſlible at leaſt, there was no juſt evi- 
dence. 

Pr. 37. Ceteris paribus, an equal certain hurt muſt ra- 
ther be avoided, than an equal xcertaiz hurt, much 
more an probable one, 

Pr. 38. The equal danger of a more Publick worthy 
Perſoz 1s to be avoided more than the danger of a Pr- 
vate, or leſs worthy Perſon, Ando 1n other Inſtances : 
Rulers muſt weigh all diſcernable Accidents, and pru- 
dently prefer the greareſt Good, and moſt avoid the great- 
eſt Evil. 

Pr.” 39. Seeing it is Accidents that make molt Actions 

Good 
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Good or Evil, it is the Office, Skill, and Honour of Rulers: 
to avoid as many zl! accidents, and p—_— as many ſins 
by accident, as 1s poſſible: And as the Multitude of his 
Patients Funerals is the Phyſicians diſhonour, and the 
Multitude of Cures is his honour , fo is it to the Ruler 
(allowing neceſlary diſparities ) as to Mens ſins by ac- 
cidents, 

Pr, 40, If Good 4s Go:d be amiable, then the greateſt 
Good as {uch is oſt amiable, and to be preferrd before the 
leſs: And when the difference is k&zowz, or ſuch as: Ru- 
lers are obliged to tnow, the lels cannot be preferred with- 
out ſin, and ſuch as is againſt the very Nature of Good- 
neſs, and of Man's Will. Ir is not therefore a thing in- 
_—_— nor the matter of God's Coux/e!, which is no 

1W, 

Pr. 41. But to know of ſeveral Goods which is moſt 
eligible, or the greateſt, is a matter of great difficulty in 
many Inſtances, in which conſifteth no {mall part of the 
Chriſtian Wiſdom, Work, and Life. The Rules of ſuch 
diſcerning are elſewhere laid down, by ſuch as have 
written on that Subje&t ,, ſce Chriſtian Dire. p.137.0c. 

Pr. 42. A-Good that in it ſe]fis Zeſſer may be the mat- 
ter of a Greater Duty, pro hic & nunc, becauſe the Grea- 
ter may have another ſeaſon when the Leſſer cannot: E.G; 
to ſave a. Soul, or to build a Church may be a better 
work than to quench the Fire in an Houſe: And yet for 
that time the quenching of the Fire may be the greater 
Duty, becauſe it can be done no other time, when the 
other may ; and ſo both done in their ſeveral ſeaſons are 
better than one alone. 

Pr. 43. A greater Good may be no Duty to himthat is 
not called to do it ; 'as preaching to a Woman;: or unable 
Lay-man: To Rule well as aKing is a greater Good than 
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rivate Buſineſs ; and yet private Men muſt not uſurp 
it, but let it alone as no work of theirs. The Subject 
muſt not take up the Rulers work, nor the Child the Fa- 
thers, nor the Wife the Husbands, nor the Scholar the 
Teachers, becaule it 1s better, 

Pr, 44. ARulers Command will not juſtifie al! [cax- 
dal gjven by the Act commanded, nor make that Att 
lawful : Nor will all ſcazaal, that we foreknow will 
thence be taken, excule us from obeying the Rulers 
Command in the offending Act. It is therefore a mat- 
ter of great difficulty and prudence lometimes to diſcern, 
whether the Rulers Commana, or the ſcandaloyſneſs, or 
accidental burtfulneſs of the A, put into the Counter- 
ballance, do weigh down the other. 

Pr. 45. If Governours determine Circumſtances ax- 
tecedently indifferent, ( as the place and honr of Afſſem- 
blies, ec.) that way which ſome will be ſcandalized at, 
and turn to their ſin and hurt, when they might have 
avoided this occaſion of their fin, by another way, with- 
out any, or ſo great a hurt , this is the Grvernoars [in 
ſo to miſ-do : But it may, notwithſtanding, be a Duty in 
the Subje& to obey that Determination ; becauſe, 1. It 
is 2 Command of a Ruler in his place: 2. The thing is 
ſuppoſed not only /awf#!, but ſuch as doth more good for 
Concord, as it is a Determination of. Authority, than it 
doth hurt by Mens miſtake : ( of which we have ſpoken 
in another Paper,) As, e.g. ſome are lo offended at the 
old Metre of our ſinging Plalms, that they will ſeparate 
from the worſhip on that account : Suppole that the Ma- 
giſtrate, and Paſtors, will uſe them and no other : If chey 
iz 1ni chuſing no-better, and if my uſing them be offe»- 
foe to them that ſeparate, yet 151t my Duty and the reſt 
of the Peoples to obey the Magiſtrate and Paſtor, and 
joyn 
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joyn with the Church in uſing them, rather than ſepa- 
rate as others do ({ for many reaſons.) 
.. Pr. 46, Of the Nature, Kinds,Cauſes,and Cure of Scan- 

dal given and taken, one of us hath written ſo much 
(Chriſtian Dire#ory, Tom. 4. p. $0. &c.) as may excuſe 
the omiſlion of the fame in this writing, 

But we mult {till defire the Reader to note, that the 
word [ Scandal ] 15 among us variouſly uſed : 1, Soame- 
time by the vulgar for meer di/pleaſizg or grieving ano- 
ther, eſpecially 1n matters of Religion: 2, Sometime 
for [ 4 ſeeming ſinfulneſs: ] So a Scanaal is ſaid to be 
raiſed of a Mn when he 1s (truly or falſly ) accuſed of fin. 
eſpecially a diſgraceful fin: And a Man is called ſcanda- 
los, and ſcandalized, when others ( juſtly or unjuſtly ) 
report him to be a diſgraceful Sinner , and he is called a 
S:4u421 in the place where he liveth for that Infamy : 
3. The ule of the word in the Goſpel is,for any thing that 


i5 4 Snare or Trap or Stumbling-block to others, to keep 


or hinder them by Temptation, from Faith, Repentance, 
Holineſs, or Salvation. | 

Pr. 47. Love kindled by Faith, and Faith kindling 
Love, and Love working in the order of Obedience, 15 
the Sum of all our Duty, or Religion. - To love our 
Neighbours as our ſelves, and exerciſe Love in doing 
good to all as we are able, is indiſpenſible Duty : ( We 
{peak of Natural and Moral-legal Power Conjun&: 7!- 
lud poſſumss quod + anime corpori(g, viribus, & jure poſ- 
ſun's: ) Secing then that Love is the fulfilling of God's 
Law, no Rulers Law can diſoblige: us from it ; no, nor 
to our very Enemies: Nor are they dilobliged them- 
ſelves. | 7 

Pr. 48. He breaketh the ſixth Command [7 Thou /halx 
ot Murder ] who doth.not do his beſt to fave his Neigh- 
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bours Life in danger : Much more if he voluntarily and 
unneceſlarily do that, which he knew, or ought to 
know, would be the occaſion and means abuſed to ef- 
fet it. He that oweth maintenance to anocher, and de- 
nyeth it him, is guilty of his ſuffering though he take 
nothing from him: E. G.- He that provideth not Food for 
the Life of his Child, and famiſheth him by ſuch omiſſi- 
-on: He that ſuffereth his Neighbour to famiſh when he 
might relieve him : Yea, or his Enemy, except when in 
'Wars, or a Courle of Juſtice, he may take away his 
Life. He that ſeeth his Neighbour in Fire, or Water, 
or among Thieves, and could ſave him by lawful means, 
and doth not, is guilty of his Blood. So is he that ſeeth 
his Neighbour in Drunkenneſs, Folly, or Paſſion, ma- 
king away himſelf, and doth not fave him from himlfelf, 
1t he can. 

' Much moreis he guilty of Murder, who wilfully ſel- 
leth Poyſon to him, who he knoweth doth intend to kill 
his Neighbour, or himſelf, much more his Prince with 
it : Andif we have any Caſvuiſts more looſe than the Je- 
ſuites accuſed by Mortaltus, who will juſtifie this, be- 
cauſe that felling Arſenick, ec. is lawful per ſe, and un- 
lawful only per accidens, ye we ſuppole that the Jud- 
ges would be ſtricter Caſuiſts, in judging him to puniſh- 
ment that ſinned thus per accidens: And as Gods Laws 
reaching the Conſcience are ftricter in ſuch things than 
Mans, ſo ſhould the Expoſitors of them be than the Jud- 
ges. And we hope that our Caſuiſts will never ſee a 
Law ſo made, that ſhall Command ( or tolerate ) all 
Apothecaries to ſell Poyſon to thoſe thatthey know mean 
to uſe it to Treaſon, or Murder , and ſhall ſay, you are 
not bound to negle& your Trade, your Right, or Liber- 
ty, to prevent another Mans fin, and abuſing it to his 
own, 
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own, or others hurt : Our Law-makers will never ſay, 
we may Command this. tecaule it'is fin but per accidens: 
When 7rztezreſt is againſt their Errour, who. by 1ztere/t 
were led into it, it wall then beeaſic to ſee the evil of ſuch 
commanding ( yea, or conniving at) fin per accidens, 
Till then it is hard curing them, whom miſtaken 7atere/t 
blindeth, of the moſt Inhumane Errour. | 

Pr, 49. We therefore who are called Noz-Conformiſis, 
(and Puritans, by Men whole 7ztereſt dictateth re- 
proaches) do now confels, that, whereas we once ho- 
ped that we had differed but in leſſer things from our Ac- 
cuſers, we do find our ſelves ſo far miſtaken, as that 
ſome of them, who have thought it worth their labour to 
write vehemently for our reproach and increaſed ftiffer- 
ings, do differ from us in the Vitals of our Religion, 
even of our Belief, our Love, and Pratlice, We mean 
ſuch as hold [ < That all the Obligations of Scandal pro- 
« ceed purely from that extraordinary height of Charity, 
< anc tenderneſs of good Nature, that is ſo fignally re- 
« commended in the Goſpel : But if it proceed 
«< from humour, or pride, or wilfulneſs, or any other 
{« vitious Principle, then is the Man to be treated as a 
<& peevith and ſtubborn Perſon ; and no Man is bound to 
<« part with his own freedom, becauſe his Neighbour 
«1s froward and humorous: and if he be reſolved to fall, 
« there is no reaſon I ſhould forego the uſe of my liberty, 
< becauſe he is reſolved to make that his Stumbling- 
« block. Eccleſiaſt, Polit, page 231.] c 

Becaule this is contrary to that very Religion in which 
only we hope for Salvation, we take the boldneſs to put 
theſe few Queſtions to them who thus judge. 

Q. 1. Is not Zove the fulfilling of the Law, and the 
End of the Goſpel, and Faith working by Love, the Sum 
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of Chriſtian Religion? Doth not the Law of Nature 
oblige us to /ove our Neighbour as our ſelves ? 

. 2. Doth not God beneficently love his Enemies ; 
even the ſinful, the humorous, the proud, and the 
peeviſh? Did not Chriſt come to ſeek and fave them ? 
Is there not joy in Heaven for their Repentance ? Doth 
not God welcome ſuch Prodigals when they return, Luke 
16. and call, invite, and intreat them to return ? 

9. 3. Are we not Commanded to be merciful as our 
Heavenly Father is merciful ; and to love even our Ene- 
mies, and pray for Perlecutors, that we may be like 
him? And 1s not this a Natural Common Duty ? 

0. 4. Hath not God ſent out his Miniſters to preach 
home 1uch ſinners; and commanded them to do it in- 
ſtantly, in feaſon and out of ſeaſon, reproving and 
exhorting, and with meeknels, to in{truct oppolers, if 
God peradventure will give them Repentance to the ac- 
knowledging of the Truth? And muſt we not labour 
hard, and ſuffer much, for to win ſuch Souls ? 

0. 5. Should not every thing be valued according to 
its worth ? And are not the Souls of ſuch as you call 4«- 
woros, peeviſh, or wilful, worth more than ſome of that 
which you call your Ziberry? Are they not worth 
more than a Pipe of Tobacco, or a Cup of Sack, or a 
Stage-play, or a needleſs Ceremony ; which you ac- 
count part of your Liberty ? Would you deny none of 
theſe to ſave many Souls ? 

Q. 6, Would you not deny your Liberty in a Cup of 
Drink, or'a Pipe of Tobacco, to ſave the Zife of one 
that in humour would deſtroy himſelf? or his Houſe, 
who would ſet it on fire ? 

- 2. 7. Tfnot, doth this Religion of yours much com- 
mend it-felf to the Nature of Mankind? Or is he that 
P writeth 
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writeth this -fit to report us. of the other mind, unfit for 
ſubje&tion, or Humane Society ? Can Chriftians be of 
your Religion ? 

. 8. Are not Souls more worth than Bodies? And 
ſhouid not the Soul of a Sinner be as compaſſtonately [a- 
ved by us as his Body, as far as we are able, and art as 
dear a rate ? | | 

' 9. Is that Man like to profit his Hearers, or be ta- 
ken tor-a faithful Paſtor, or an honour to the Church of 
England, who would tell them, [I would nor forlake a 
Pipe of Tobacco, or a lawful ſport or jeaſt, to ſave any 
_ of your Souls, who are vitious, humourous, or 

peeviſh? ] 

Q. 10, Doth not this doleful Doctrine tell Men con- 
ſequently, that they ſhould ſeek to fave the Soul of no 
Sinner in the World? For if you, 1. Except all that 
have humour, pride, wilfulnels, or any other vitious 
Principle, 2. And that but fo far prevalent as to be re- 
ſolved to mate 4' Stumbling-block of ſome liberty of ano- 
thers: What Sinner almoſt is not here excluded from 
your Charity ? Who is it that hath not as great ſin as 
tome humorous, or peeviſh ſtumbling at ſome lawful 
thing? or whois it that hath no pride, no peeviſhzeſs, no 
humorouſneſs, or at leaft that hath »o vitioms Principle 
at all? Is not that Man perfeQly holy? 3. And if to fave 
ſuch an one you wonld not ſo much as deny any of your 
liberty for him, what would you do for him at all? 
Who canexpett that you ſhould beſtow any great /zbour 
or coſt to do good, or favea Sinner, that would not loſe 
a Cup of Sack to ſave him ? | Las 

Q. 1. Do you not thus reproach Chriſt, that ſet 
4 higher price on Souls, when yon value them not 
at the price of a Cup - Drinks? Would you have 
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it believed that they are purchaſed by his Blood ? 

Q. 12. Would you have God care no more for your 
foal, and value it at no higher a rate ? Doth he believe 
the immortality of Souls who will lay ſo ? 

O. 13. Should God give ſuch a Law to all his Crea- 
tures, for their acting towards your felt and one ano- 
ther ; 9.4. [Deny not ſo much as a lawful Jeaſt,or Sport, 
or Ceremony, to win and ſave any one 1n the world, 
that out of any vitious principle will ſtumble at your li- 
berty ;] what Family, or Common-wealth, could {ubſiſt 
under ſuch an inhumane privation of love? 

Q. 14. It you loved your Neighbour as jour ſe/f, 
and did as you would have others do to you, would you 
deny no lawful thing to ſave his Soul, though. he had 
ſome vitious principle ? 

Q. 15. What will people fay of ſuch men as you, if 
you thall ever preach for Love and Good Works, and 
would make people believe that its you that are for them, 
and we againſt them , when they compare this Doctrine 
with your words ? 

. 16, Why do ſuch men call us Puritans, as if we 
ſucceeded the old Cathariſts (or Perfe77oni/ts) and the 
Novatians, when we are lo far from fo vilitying ſinners 
that have a vitios principle, and fin againſt ſome lawful 
thing, by taking it for unlawful, that we know none in 
the world that hath no vi7/0us principde, and 1s not to be 
helped at a dearer rate ? 

And ſeeing we find ſuch real difference in our very Re- 
ligion- it ſelf, from ſuch as this, we cannot wonder if 
men of {uch Principles uſe us and the Nation no better 
than they do: But we crave their {olid reſolving of theſe 
Doubts, if they. will loſe ſo much of their Eaſe and Li- 
berty, for the convincing of perſons judged. ſo un- 
worthy. FED Pr.50, For 
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Pr, 50, For our parts we mult profeſs, that we take 
it to be our duty not only to deny a lawful thing, or our 
hberty therein, for the {aving of Souls that have vitious 
principles and humours, but to beſtow our labours, and 
endure poverty, reproach, perſecution, impriſonment, 
and, when God calls us to it, death it ſelf, to (erve Chriſt 
10 the ſaving of ſuch Souls. 

Pr. 51, Weluppole that Chriſt and his Apoſtles were 
of the ſame mind, when Chriſt would have a right hand 
or a ri7ht eye rather loſt, than the Soul ſhould be hazar- 
ded by the ſcandal or temptation of ic. And when he 
would pay Ceſar Tribute when he was free, rather than 

offend men, And when he ſo dreadfully ſpeaketh of them 
that offend or ſcandalize oxe of the littic ones, even weak 
Believers, as that it were better tor them that a Milſtone 
were hanged on their necks, and they were caſt into the 
Sea: Mt.5, and 18, 8. Mar. 9. 42, 43. Mat. 17. 27. 
and 18,6, Roms. 14, 13, 14, &c. This was S. Paul's judg- 
ment, [Let us ot judge on? another any more, but judge 
this rather, that no man put a ſtumbling block, or an oc> 
caſion to fall, in his Brothers way, 1 know, and am per- 
[maded by the Lord Feſus, that there is nothing unclean of 
Ut ſelf ; but to him that eſteemeth any thing unclean, to him 
it is unclean, But if” thy Brother be prieved with thy 
meat, now walkeſt thou not charitably : Deſtroy wot him 
with thy meat for whom Chriſt dyed : Let not your good 
be evil ſpoken of : For the Kingdom of God ts not meat and 
arink, but righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy 
Gho# : For he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, #s ac- 
ceptable to God, and approved of men: Let us therefore 
follow after the things that make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edifie another, For meat deſtroy not 
the work of God: All things indeed are pure ; but it . 
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evil for that man who eateth with offence. It is gaod nei- 
ther to eat Fleſh, nor drink wine, nor that whereby thy 
Brother ſfambleth, or offended, or made weak, Heaſt thou 
faith? have it to thy ſelf tefore God : Happy & he that con- 
demneth not himſelf in that thing which he alloweth : 
And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, becauſe its 
not of faith : For whatſoever is not of faith s ſin, This 
was Pauls Doctrine then, even to all the Church of 
Rome. 

So on, Rows. 15.1, &c. we then that are ſtrong ought 
to bear the infirmitics of the. weak, and not to pleaſe our 
ſelves. Let every one of us pleaſe his Neighbour for his 
200d, to edification: For even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf.---- 
Now the God of patience and conſolation, prant you to be 
like minded one towards another, according to Chriſt 
Feſuz 

80 1 Cor. 8.9, But take beed g by any means this 
tverty of yours become a Stumbling-block to them that are 
weak,--- 13. Wherefore if Meat make my Brother to off: yd, 
I will eat no Fleſh while the world flandeth, left I make my 
Brother to offend.) | | 

Remember that he that ſpake this had as great Church- 
authority as any Biſhop, and ſpake this as an Apoſtlers. - 
and not as a meer private Man, ; 

Pr. 52, The ſame Author faith, (Eccl. Polit. p. 230.) 
that this School-diſtintion ( of ſcapdalum datum && ac- 
ceptum) is apparently falſe and impertinent, and the main 
thing that hath perplexed all diſcourſes of this Article,] 

But we ſee no Reaſon to think, that the generality of 
both Proteſtants & Papilſts are herein miſtaken,& this Wri- 
ter is 1n the right, or that the School Doctors need go to 
School to him to reform ſuch Errors: It is a Moral Subject, 
& Given and Taken ate morally meant; that is, There is ſcan- 
aal 
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aal culpabl grven, and there 15 ſeardal £ ahly takey : 
only, and not (o given. The diſtin&ion is of the Parties 
eutpab/e, All which 1s culpably zakez is not c#lpably gi- 
ven: A man that either purpoſely or negligently (peak- 
eth injurious provoking words, doth gzve the tempta- 
tion of wrath to the hearer : But he that ſpeaketh words 
which in themſelves have no tendency to provoke, nor 
was obliged to foreſee that they would provoke, doth 
give no icandal z (no nor he that juſtly and aptly reprov- 
eth :) But a peevith or impatient {inner may. yet fate 
ſcandal from them. He that leaveth Arſenick where he 
ſhould know that another 1s like to take it to his death, 
whether he do it purpoſely or negligently (that is by the - 
wills commiſſion Or omiſ/ion) 1s the reputed Grver, or Mo-- 
ral Cauſe, of that Man's death. But he that leaveth it 
where he could not know, and was not obliged to fear, 
that another would ſo take and uſe it, may tay, /* w.zs 
trken by him, and not given by me, | 

An alluring Habit, Actions, and Geſtures, which 
have a Natural tendency to provoke others to ſinful luſts, 
have ever been condemned by all ſober Divines as Scax- 
dal Given , which yet chaſte Perlons may refule to Take : 
But if the ſobereſt and modeſteſt Habit prove a Snare, 
It is a Scandal Tatez, and not culpably given: ( As a 
Thief, if he ſteal my Knife and cut his own Throat with 
it, cannot ſay that I gave it him.) He that rage words 
which are apt to tempt the hearer to Treaſon or Rebelli-- 
on, doth give the Scandal : Bur if by the reading of any 
Chapter 1n the Bible, any will be incited to Rebellion 
or Dilloyalty , or if by the innocent, neceſſary, and fo- 
ber defence of a juſt Cauſe, any will be tempted to think 
unworthily of his Governours or Judges, he Taketh 


Scandal that is not calpably Given him, 
P F . 5 3 id IF & 
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Pr, J2- If a Man were bound to forbear all that 
others will turn into an occaſion of fin, he ſhould not on- 
ly loſe all his liberty, but omit all his Duty : And to think 
that we are boun4 to deny »o liberty, or wothing indiffe- 
rent to prevent or cure the {in of others, is to deny the 
common Principles of Humanity ; and on pretenle of 
Fuſtice to renounce comomn Charity, and to become an 
Adverliry to the great Precepts of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles. Therefore the difficulty is to reſolve how far, and 
in what caſes, our liberty muſs ve denyed, to ſave other Men 
from fin, and conſequently from damnation ; which muſt 
be determined by the great General Canons : [ Thou ſhalt + 
love thy Neiohbour as thy ſelf: whatſoever you would that 
Men ſhould do to you, ſo do to them: Let all be done to Edi- 
fication : Prefer a greater Good before a leſs, ani moſt 
avoid the greateſt Evil: Czteris paribus, the moſt Publick 
good (of many) is the preatelt : Sin is a greater Evil, than 
bodi'y wants and ſufferiags.] 

No Ruler may Command any thing which is contra- 
ry (though but by accident) to the Law of God, in 
Nature and. Scripture expreſſed : Charity and Juſtice 
are Commanded by the Law of Nature and Scripture : 
When accidentally the Man that fell among Thieves was 
wounded, and naked, Charity obliged the Prieſt and Le- 
vite to have relieved him. It by accident Fire conſume 
Mens Habitations, Charity requireth others to relieve 
them. | 

Eſpecially where the Obligation 1s great and ſpecial, 
As for Parents to feed their Children : If Rulers forbid 
them, and ſo would have them murder them by Famine, 
the Command is ſinful, and the Obligation null ; be- 
cauſe they cannot diſſolve the Obligation of God's Na- 
tural Laws, | | 

| And 
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And theexerciſe:of Charity to Be/ievers, thatare the, 
Members-of Chriſt, is'a Duty that- none may .Counter-., 
mand; and the: Commands: of gone can diblige [US] | 
front; For Afar."25." Chriſt 'rells-us.that. be will judgg, 
Men, according to their exerciſed-Charity,to his! Ser Yaſh, 
to everlaſting Life, or everlaſting Puniſhment. .,; a 
Chriſt foreknew,. and foretold Men, that much of th 
Charicy mult be'exerciſed «gainſ the W ills of, many. of 
the Rulers of the World. - 10 S201 Thikk 

Much leſs may Rulers prohibit the due ras, of 
Charity | to Mens Souls, or can oblige Men by {i gh pro" 
hibitions: As to inſtruct an Unbeliever,, .exhort a Bla(-. 
phcuey Idolater, Adulterer, a Thuet, a Marderey &e. 

ne. .---. | 

— much leſs yet: ma ay Rulers, forbid. the means of. 
Mens Salvation; to be,uſed by the fairhful Mirnilters of, 
Chriſt, who by Covenant in their Ordination are ſpeci- 
ally thereto obliged. 

. And leaſt; ofiall: may any Rulers Command, or can 
oblige Men, to:kill Men unjuſtly, . or-to draw. Mea ta fjn, 
or to deceive them: by .falſe teaching, .or.any thing elſe, 
that direQly, oxby accident, is like to procure their dam- 
nation, except in the Caſes hereafrer excepted. 

Pr. 54. Though Rulers cannnot aeſtrey. Charity, they 
may./'Regulate it 19 due'Subordination; ta, Gog!'s Laws: 
E. G. :They may make Lawsithaz: the, Poop (hall..be. kepe 
in their own. Pariſhes; 42nd-not, beg. abroad;; and, forbid 
relieving them that ſo- beg, : They may forbid Parents 
to cram their Children to exceſs. They may, forbid Mi, 
niſters' the::unneceſſatyy'and; irregular,: -infruding, into. 
other Mens Pulpita] or” es Wei or Facallies's 5: {ng 
ſuch like, - © ©: -.+ 

Pr. 55. And they may bi Men wing Jos on. pre- 
tenſes 
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tenſes of Charity: E 6; Phyſiciansto' give-Men {peani 
ciots Drugs ;''or Preachers or 'others; to Teduce:Men-tol 
Iddlatey;or blaſpheme Chrilt, or draw: Mew:to Mahus: 
cherarliine; Sbonianiſind;2247. 'Gr/to tprenclt. Rebellion; 
or: [eek to'bri g'the SubjeAs:iinto ſubjettiontoia Forreigh! 
Prince, or Ectlefiaſtical: Uſurper 4 or. uncalled and'unkir 
Men, to make themſelves unneceſſkrilp Publick Teachers, 
to the difgrace of: the ſacred;Doctrine whuch.they-abuſe,/ 
and hindrance of Mens ſalvation, anid- of the: Publick 


? 


peace mid fafety; 7 Nut) Wit eo! 2 
"Pr. 56. Th a word; Rulers may:forbid. all things »oz' 
Comminded by - God, though ſeemingly Charitable, or 
good by accident, when coutrary. accidents: notoriouſly pre- 
ponderate, and it iscertain, or moſt probable, to:Mem of 
truejudgement, to'whoſe Cognizance iz belongeth,: that 
the thing will av more hare than. gbod, and'tendeth more 
to-deſtruttion, than-to edification - | 

Pr. .57. The Time, Place, and other Circumſtances, 
of a Duty may be at the Governours Determinacion, 
wheh the Duty if ſelf is not :(And they: may forbid.:the 
Duty it ſelf, as- to 'that Firm, and Place, ec. xihen a. 
grexter- good; at that Time, requireth itt, E, G6; They 
may forbid reſting-on the Lords-day, in time of a Fire, In- 
undation,. or a Siege, when defence is. necefſary: They 
may forbid fone Pebliek Afſeinblies in time-of a ;great 
Defieripe ;*t6 prevent infedtion-;! They: may Cotimand 

Meti'out of the Churgh toquench a Fire a. -- | 
' 'Py. $58. Itis certain that Rylers have not- Power from 
God to deſtroy the Duties Commanded' by God, :on any, 
pretenſes of Regulating; or dal \Chnanſunileing,”ce 
ordering then, | or: of being: the' Fudges*: (As is: elle- 
where ſhewed.) For they have their Power to .edibcati- 
on, and not deftrution ; and are-the Miniſters of = 
| or 
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for Good,” Z, 6,'Fon pretenſe: of forbidding .hureful | 


accefſary preaching of'it, *' Conſt emtins and Valess. might 
not | # dirko: 


or-two Men, who cannot poſſibly ſupply the real-neceſi- 
ties of Five'Thouland of them; and. forbid all others to 
help the reſt, as intruders into another Mans Charge: 
( On which pretenſe they might keep almoſt all the Peo- 
ple from the Goſpel; by commnting a: Kingdom or 
| Connty 'only to-one Man':) So alſo if onipretente of any 
crols intereft of their own, they 'would prohibie Chrift 
Goſpel : Or if they will forbid Men to preach, becauſe 
they will not make a Covenant againſt ſomeLaw of God, 
or will not lye, orbe perjured, or prophane God's Ordi- 
nances, or own falſe Doctrine, or diſown the very Law 
of - Nature, calling-this Non-conformity, Diſobedience, 
or Schiſme. Yea, if they forbid neceſſary helps to Mens 
Salvation, becaule the Texchers be not all of one Opini- 
nion about ſome unneceſſary Controverſie, or Ceremo- 
ny: As if all the Lutherans would filenceall called Cal- 
veniſts, or they the Lutherans, or  Arminians : ' Much 
more unlawful is it for 'Rulers themſelves tobe: the/Ma- 
ters of ſuch ſnares and occaſions of difſent, and-then to 
tmpoſe them by (ſuch penalties, that none ſhall preach the 
Gofpel of 'Chrift, that will not -conſeat to them, how 
great ſoever the neceſſity be. As, c., God hath:not 
torbidden 'weating a pair of Horns: If Rulers ſhould 
makeLaws that none{hall preach the -Goſpel that will 
bh K 2 not 
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not wear: Hotns in preaching;. in-token.that the;Word,of 
God ſhall poſh down the Powers of Sin/and/$atan,, this is 
anunlawtut Command, Sa if on: pretgale of ordering 
the Place of Worltiip;, Men:ibe commanded. to ſuch a 
diftince, or confined'to. ſo.fmall a; room, as-deſtroyerth 
the End of the Work it ſelf,” and depriverh. moſt of all 
poſſibility of the Benefit. © 
'  Pr...59; Rulers ought: not to .cqmmand any thing 
whioh will notably do more harm than good: nor make 
an -unneceflary thing means or. occaſion of excluding 
the- neceſſary! Worihip: of God, or Preaching: of his 
Goſpel. Nor will their ſaying that neceſſary Teaching is 
aot-wece(ſary,..or that #54y are the Fuages of Neceſſity, or 
that; Htreticks are. Orthedox, of the. Orthodox are Here: 
ticks, or that; Uſurpers| only are; duly.ca{{ed, and, others 
ate 'Schiſmaticks,, of that ignorant inſufficiext Preachers 
are ſuffi-ient, or that more in wumzer are not neceſlary, 
when indeed they are , none of this will excuſe their fin, 
nor diſoblige Chriſts Servants from the obedience of his 
beds i <5 Xo 5 ern ntl it 
-:pr.':60, If ſtill ignorant or fraudulent men ſhout ask 
US, '4d rancedinem uſque, who ſha!l be Fudge of Order and 
Neceſſity, we again: and again repeat our undenyable An- 
fwer-;. 1. That-the eſſe ret is before the ſcire : Either 
the thing is really 74 and. geod, whieh. they judge zrue 
and good, or:it.is falſe axd bax, and.no mans falle judg- 
ing will change the'thing;: (c: g;'Our Preaching is ſound 
and zeceſſary, Or it 15:not.) ' 2, The 2agitrate 1s the Pub- 
dick Fudge who ſhall be prozefed. or puniſhed by the Sword, 
The Paſtors are the Publick Fydges whois. fit for Church- 
Conimtinion, and- who not. ., And all. the.Subjects are 
the rational Private diſcerning. Judges.;of their | Nuty:: 
This :no; man canwith a face of Reaſon. deny, . pas all 
EC: 
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theſoars:SubjeRs!to God,, and iniited/by'bin-in their 
Judging Power, and nor enabled. to judge falſly,: that 
Evil is Good and Good is Evil:. what Good is ſuch by 
Nature or:Accident; they:cannot make Evil; and forbid 
what'Gud 'commandeth _—_—_—_ of judging. 'Fh 
have Power to-Judge that- all.the Articles of our, Faitk 
are true, but not that any of them are. falſe: They- are 
Judges that'the Commands of God muſt be all kepr; but 
have no powerto judge the contrary. In-what Caſes we 
may be' bound to obey them when. they erre,. we have 
opened in another Paper, and may- partly ibe- dilcerned 
from what i here ſaid. © 7 rt 7h ns 446 7 
Pr, 61. The Biſhops. or Paſtots ef - the Church arc 
above others obliged,''to: exerciſe. paternal tender love to 
all the Peoples Souls. - If they are' peevifh, and. humorous, 
and quarrelſome, and proud, arid have;other witiow.Prin- 
ciples, 1t is their Office and Work 1tinder Chyiſt to cure 
them,and to ule all that gentleneſs and forbearance which 
is needful to their curez'.and to become all things (law- 
ful )/ to- all men;' to. win and edifie them: (not doing 
greater hurt by injuring others; or the Pu/lick/ Good, for 
the ſake of thoſe, that are few! or /eſs | confuacrable,) If 
therefore they ſhould» eicher ſcandalize them and hinder 
their {alvation by things unneceſſary, or whoſe good will 
not countervail the hurt ; or if they ſhould ſay, we are 
not bound to forſake. onr: own Ziherty. (no nox 10 a trifle) 
for the ſake of ſuch as are inclined to- offence by ther: vi- 
' tious Principles, they ſeem to us/mixchv to. forget -or re- 
ounce their proper Callings, as well-as Humane Chari- 
ty to Souls, as if 2 Phyſician ſhould: fay, Tam:not bound 
to medicate any. thatate ſick, but only thoſe that;areyn 
health, -And-af all:thar\have writiows. Principles. beſo ar 
D OM: 
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. Hom wader the Miniidets bare, 'w&letnoReaſon,why the 
Kingdom {ſhould maintaindo needlels a:Miniftry, 'at fp 
dear-4 rate 3 nor why they ſhould be had-1o ſo.much_ho- 
four; and why. we thould not all be Glencedat once: : ;/- 
- fly, 63; 'The fin of 1yrannical abuſe .of Power: is ſo 
contrary'to theNature of all Good Rulers, and {o qogtra- 
ry to their own true intereſt, peace, and comfort, and tingl 
juſtification before God, and ſo contrary to the welfare 
of all Mankind; and idoth at this day ſo much miſchief 
1n the world, by ſerving Satan, maintaining Idolatry, 
Mahemetanifm, Popery, and Prophanenels, and keep- 
ing out the Goſpel from the moſt of the whole world, 
that the Flatterers that would for their own ends and 
carnal intereſts promote it, and:make. all odious to Ru- 
ers that diflike it, will one day.be known to be the great 
Enemies of Princes: and. People, of Church and State, 
"of Jefus'Chriſt-and:God the Soveraign Lord of all. 
Pr,-63. And Confuſion , Anarchy, Popular Rage, 
' Faction and Sedition, diſhonouring our Rulers, and all 
-Rebellions and Schiims, muſt be odious to all men of In- 
tereſt, Wiſdom, and true Religion, as being ultimatel 

againſt the God of Order, and the Glory of his wil: 
dom and Soveraignty in Governmeat, who 1s to be ho- 
noured and obeyed in Kings, in Paſtors, and Parents, and 
all that are under him authorized to Govern us. 

- pr, 64. Perjury, juſtifying thouſands in perjury, de- 
liberate lying, -covenanting 2gainſt great and known Du- 
' ty, corrupting Gods Worſhip and Church Government, 
cruel denying chriftendom and ſalvation to che Infants of 
- thouſands of godly Chriſtians, and caſting -out' godly 
Chriſtians from the Churches Communion cau{tletly for 
* 2 geſture , pronouncing all : Arheiſts, Infidels, Adulte- 


rers, 
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rers, and other wicked Perſons faved, fo be it they be: 
not unbaptized, excommunicate, or make away them- 
ſelves ; none of theſe, nor any ſuch other, in our judg- 
ment will ever be made lawful by any Command or Ac- 
cident, nor will ever be lawfully commanded ; nor ſhall 
we ever number them with Things Indifferent, nor re- 
vile or perfecute any as humorous, obſtinate, diſobedient, 
Schiſmaricks, or (editious, for refuling them, 
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What Meer Non-conformity ts not. 


Hat we may not, after near fourteen Years ſuf- 
fering and ſilence, yet tell the World what 


our Non-conformity is, without offending our 
Superiours, and incurring all the cenſures and 
farther ſufferings which we have reaſon to expe&,is more 


jetions, Deprivation of Maintenance, Proſecutions, 
Fines and Impriſonment which we have undergone g 
when we conſider not only that the little remnant of our 


whereof hath done much to reſtrain us) ts by the Odium 
caſt upon us made leſs profitable to Mens Souls , but 


with falſe. uncharitable Conceptions of their Brethren, 


hands with cruel Profecutions,' becauſe they are falfly 
informed of our Cauſe : When we think how Satan is 
ſerved by this ; how odious ſins are multiplied through 
the Land ; how Chriftian Loveis killed', and diviſions 
made among all Ranks of Men, and in all places: When 
we think how God is hereby provoked, the Land diſho- 
noured and endangered ; and how faſt the gui | 
one after another into another World, where ſuch wor 
will coſt: chem dear , 'with many a heart-tearing (groan 
ſome of us have long ſaid, Malt we be ſilent and{eeall 
this?..In a Chriſtian ſtate, muſt we be condemaed, :im- 

L 2 priſoned; 


rievous to ſome of us, than all the corporal preſſures by: 


opportunities for Miniſterial Work, (the preſervation 


eſpecial , how many Thouſands do defike their hearts 
and their tongues with falſe Reproaches, if not their- 
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priſoned, driven about as Rogues and ſeditious Perſons, 
and our Miniſtry vilified, and that by Clergy-men,who 
think that it is their right to be believed, and not have 
leave once to ſpeak for our ſelves, ſo > as - how _ 
wha it hag wes Spa 2" 300 why Mult, wedge fo 
many Thouſaid: Maca in ſuch gbilt ne anbthdb4y orld, 
and diſtracting a Kingdom that hath been too long di- 
ftracted, and. weakening both the Proteſtant and the 
Chriſtian Intereft, ' and by building and keeping up a 
Wall. of ſeparation, ſerving the great Enemy of both ? 
and.muſt we-not in compaſhon ſpeak. for peace, but'on- 
ly:day as:Chriſt, :Father forgive them, for they know not 
what.they do? If God forgive Mea he turneth their hearts, 
and giveth them Repentance. And we are commanded 
to pray... Forgive our enemies, perſecutors, and; ſlanderers, 
and turmiherr hearts; And muft we pray; and not, en- 
oo OBE LS” Yeo 
-Atleaft, now avlaſt,. we ſhall endeavor to op them 
by this ſhort ?rof2/ion, from believing thoſe Tongues or 
Pens which telk them, that, we make a $chi{ze tor.things 
which. or jefves.confeſs., Indifſerext,, and that our Non- 
edoformity: conſiſteth-in'whar. it; doth no; If. we muſt 
not tell therm:whar 56-4 that we; think: wrn"command. and 
God forbids, we:rmay _tell theny what. zt i not ©: For this 
may be ſome ſervice to themſelyrs, 1 
- Biit we-muſt, premiſe, that, at-any-thar are called by 
othtr* names, \denoting other Opinions belides Ieer Noy- 
conformity,i or any. Perlans, elle, whoſoever,” do hold any 
thing :anlawfid which we lire; allow, it, is none; of our 
meaning to declare their judgements, W igh t Icy Are fit- 


tis 


teſt to declare themlelyes.:, We profels but or own, and 
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uſd-here Jjuſtiie, pur, elves againſt, 


who! we: know. are | likely to accuſe us,y PAR: unjuſtitiable 
ngry 


accounts :: I, Thoſe that will be a 


at we lo .far 


undeceive -the People, as ro popuin them with our 


judgement, and. the ungqR 0 of w 


at. they, have- believed 


of: us,; How many ſoever may: -be' SUNLY of this, 1 1t 15 {0 
diaboligal that. we: ſupp We few. wil, awn It, and there. 
fore we need not any fart ther py ute it, than to tell them 
that worldly intereſt, 3nd a wy means will [exye Mens 
turns but a little while, .. 

-_- 'Thoſe that will. "ſay thy, we are hot "ot; #: a mind; 
one thinks. more wnlawful, aA, anithe er leſs x; an "theiefarg 
we are not to.be-nnited or: aoree with, nor can it be knawn 
what will ſatisfie #5 all.” If the Churches Peace & Concord 
depend upon ſuch Heads,aud Heart rognd Principles,as. this 
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ſure” that nb rwo Men in the World.can be of the ſame 
Church or Kingdom, except you will Compoſe it of ſuch 
as hold wothing at all unlawful, and conſequently nothing 
morally good, which is no Church. We profeſs that 
we love them as our ſelves, and ſhall not be guilty of im- 
priſohing , undoing , ſilencing, or excommunicating 
them, who wear not the ſame Cloaths, and uſe not the 
ſame Geſture in ſinging, hearing, or reading, as we do 
who differ from us 1n the ſenſe of many a Text of Scrip- 
ture, who take many things for duty or ſin which we do 
not ; who will not be tyed to uſe no Publick Prayers to 
God, but what we or others write them down ; {> the 

Hold one Body, one Spirit, one Hope, one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſme, one God and Father of all, and will endea- 
wour to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the Bond of Peace, 
Eph. 4. 3,4, 5,6. Weare not for cutting off every Mem- 
ber that is of different ſize or ſhape, 1 Cor, 12. God keep 
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ruine and perſecute all the reſt. 


_- But, 1,We proteſt againſt the j 


Covenant bind not; know 
jddgemebt? T6 Tay” Horhing of miny 
ws alt *Epilcopac , Presbyt i 
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riſh Churches, Ov Wo yet forbore not on any ſuch ac- 
counts: Did not Mr. Nye and Mr. Towbes, when they 
wrote very well for the Oath of _—_ know that 
in Scotlexd many refuſe it as unlawful? And did they 
' forbear for fear of bringing Perſecution on Diſſenters ? 
Did not Mr. Nye write to prove it lawful to hear the Pa- 
riſh Miniſters? and Mr. Towhes write to prove it lawful 
both to hear and to communicate with them ? And did: 
the fear of bringing Perſecution on others hinder'them ? 
3. Hath not this Reaſon (to keep others from Perſecu-- 
tion) prevailed with us far enough and long enough? 
4. Would they have us either by ſpeech or ſilence draw 
men to believe, that we are of all mens minds whom we 
would fave from Perſecution? Muſt we tempt men to 
think that we are Seekers,Quakers,Separatiſts, Anabaptiſts,. 
leſt we expoſe them to Perlecution? Is not this ſuch Car- 
nal Policy, as if not repented'of, will periſh with the Ma- 
fters.of it? Even to. do evil, and to tempt others to evil, 
and to.draw all our Hearers into ſin by our Example, by 
making them think that we hold that to be good or evi/ 
which we .do -not? and -all this on pretenſe of out 
yea to /cheriſh the iz af muzy, left ſome ſhould" ſuffer ? 
_ 5. The thing is unreaſonable, andthe pretenſe.is appa-- 
rently vain: For'it is known: by .our Supertors that we 
differ already; and yet they who make this Objed&ion: 
have ſuffered never the more, -but-live a quieter life than 
we have done. . 6. If the Objecipn. .implyeth,. as: it 
ſeems todo, that weare of their mind that will bear,,or- 
live ivCommunion, with-none but thoſe that differ nox. 
from them, as far-as the-Qbjecors now ſuppoſe, we dj(- 
claim their dividing Principles, and are not of theirmind: 
If they are not for /oving Chriſtians as Chriſtians, and 
uſing 'them accordingly, let them ,not_expect yhat we 
ſhould not ſeem to ie from them, And 


- ( 39 
And that we do iot this that 'we do:withourzelſon, 
we muſt thus thew {95 #2716 <. v. h 200 AT. : 21114 
"FT, It is finfil When we can Hap'it,: to-let Clergy-men 
uncontradidted deceive' Mens Souls, and draw and keep 
both high and 16\v;' evenimmany Thouſands in fin, by per+ 
ſwading them that we are'fo' {chiſmatical -and hateful a 
People, that'our 'ſufferings-are no perfecutions, : becauſe 
we divide the'Chutch for' things indifferent, aud-ſtick at 
nothing but Liturgie, of' Forms of Prayer, and Ceremo- 
nies, and that we hold Rebeltous-and Seditious Princt- 
ples ; or at beſt; have ſuch' lumours, fookth {cruples and 
ſingularities, as' render vs' fitter for the Common Goal, 
that the Church, Shall our ſilence: contribute ſtill to 
their deceit, andto'the quitting of Mens: Conſctences in 
all that is'done' againſt us, asf it were good ſervice to 
God and the King ?: Shall we have no pity.on Mens guil- 
__ H.. Orithe other fide.- we have long by ſad experience 
ſeen, that the miſunderſtanding of rhe Caſe, and per- 
haps partly of ſome of our judgments, hath led many of 
the People who are ,againft Conformity, to over-run 
moderation, and the: truth, and- to run into .unfound 
opinions and ſingularities, and to lay heavier charges on 
the Liturgy, and the Pariſh Churches, than there is cauſe 
for: And having once over-run ws, they expect that we 
ſhould fellow rhem, and be ruled by them, andif we do 
not, arg ;ready to: cenfure-us as guilty of ſinful -Compli- 
ance and Canformity: 'Teigreatly. concernerh 'us; there- 
fore, to keep ſome frothHiith miſtakes; toredtifie) others, 
to vindicate. our ſelves; *and.clear our Conſciences, that 
we tell Men-what- our Non-topformity & not, if we nay 
not tell them whitit 2D wi ne oo en hy 
'L  Our' N6r-eofif6retuty744 ade -in-holding that: the 
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Scriptures are 2 particular :Rule or Determination of all 
the Circumſtances of Church-Government and Worſhip, 
(as Time, Place, Utenſils, Words, Methods, Metres, 
Tunes, Diviſion of the Text into Chapters and Verſes, 
Tranſlations, helps by Notes, Written or Printed, 
Geſtures, Habits, &c.) But Nature and Scripture give 
us ſufficient General Rules or Lzvs for all ſuch ; as 
that they be done in Y#iy, Charity, to edification, 
decently and oracriy, ec. vhwcl muſt be obſerved. 

_ TI, Wehold,that when incl: #z1erermined Circumſtan- 
ces are lawfully &2texmineu by tru? Authority, yea were it 
but by the Conſezt ard Cuiozz of the Churches of 
Chriſt, or the pre!:ht Coxauct of rheir Paſtors, the Aſc 
ſembly ſhould yic1d 'Conforinable Obedience, and avoid 
unneceſſary Singulcrimnes. | 

III. We hoid, that it thoſe, to whom ſuch Determina- 
tions belong, ſhould miſtee, and not do it in the beſt 
and profitableſt manner ; yet ordicarily it is. the Peoples 
duty to ohey and hold Communion with that Church, 
ſo be it that nothing /izf#! te commanded them-to do, and 
the errour of the Determination be not ſuch as over throw- 
eth the worſbip or End it ſelf: Of which we have elle- 
where fullier opened our ſenſe (7z our judgment of things 
Indifferent.) 

IV. We are againſt no Biſhops or Church-Govern- 
ment'of Gods appointment: We all are for an Epiſcopus 
Gregis z and where there are many Chappels and Cu- 
rates in a Pariſh, we are far from perſwading them to de- 
ny ſuch ſubmiſſion to the chief Paſtor, as the Law requt- 
reth, and as God himſelf alloweth : Were Tenatins his 
Epiſcopacy among us, who tells us: this, as the Note of 
the. Churches'. Unity, that [ #9. every Church there is one 
Altar,” aud one Bilbop with his fellow Presbyters and Dea- 
M cons ] 


ons ] Weſhould be far from perſwading any to ſeparate 
. from it: Yea were it Cypriar's Meaſure of Epiſcopacy, 
Yea, there are ſome among ws who have long profeſſed 
themſelves uncertain, whether ſuch a large Epiicopacy, 
as is but the ſame with the _— = of the Church- 


power of the Apoſtles and Evange 
0, ſuch as ſhould be ſtill continued , becauſe, 1. When 
Chrift hath once ſetled a Form or Order of Government, 
a change muſt not be charged on him raſhly, and with- 
out proof, eſpecially as made ſo tuddenly : If the Af- 
firmer prove the ſettlement, the Denyer muſt prove the 
Change and Revocation, 2. Becaule Chriſt promiled to 
be with them to the end of the World, 44az. 28. 20, 
when he appointed them this univerſal, or indefinite 
Work. 3. Becauſe many others, as well as Apoſtles, 
had larger Circuits than particular Churches for their 
Work, (as Silas, Silvanin, Apollo, Titms, and many 
more: ) And at their Reformation the Scors Yiſitors ſeem- 
ed ſuch. That Men of extraordinary worth and gravity 
may Plant many Churches, and take the care of many, 
direQing, exhorting, and admoniſhing the Paſtors, or 
particular Biſhops, not depriving thole Paſtors and 
Churches of the Power and Priviledges granted them 
in Scripture, ſome of us do not deny, Government by 
the Word is an ordinary continuing Ordinance of God : 
But the Apoſtles extraorainary Work and Office ( to be 
Eye-witneſſes and Embaſſadonrs immediately ſent, and 
endued with the extraordinary Meaſures of the Spirit ) 
theſe we believe they have no Succeflors in, becauſe they 
were but for a time. 

And thoſe of us that cannot grant ſo yuch, as is afore- 
faid, and all of us as to an Epiſcopacy which we think 
contrary to God's Word, can yet ſubmit to much which 
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we dare not approve of, and as we take our ſelves bound 
to obey all by what Names or Titles {oever. diſtinguiſhed 
or dignified, who, circa ſacra, as Officers of the King, 
do exercile any part of that Power of the Sword, - by his 
Commiſhon, which we acknowledge in the Oath of Su- 
premacy ; ſo if any uſurp more Power of the Keys than 
Chriſt alloweth them, we are not thereby diſobliged 
from living peaceably in our places, nor allowed to razſe 
Sedition,or uſe any unlawful means to retormit ; though 
we cannot make a Vow and Covenant never to do any 
lawful thing, to alter and amend it, | 

Much lets is it true which M<ca of hard Faces have 
ſometimes ſaid, that we are again? Biſhops, becauſe we 
canzot be Biſhops our ſelves, And they that tell Men that 
every Presbyter would be a Pariſh Pope, do ſure think 
they ſpeak to Men lo filly as to be mockt by an undiſcern- 
ed Contradiction : A Pope is the Univerlal Monarch of 
the Chriſtian world, ( or all: ) Is a Pariſh all the World ? 
A Dioceſan is the Sole Biſhop with us of a 2/fultitude of 
Churches. Is a Pariſh a Multitude of ſuch Churches ? 
If a Man be againſt one Schoolmaſter only over a thou- 
ſand Schools, ſhall he-be reproached becauſe he is wik 
ling to teach one? Isa King in each Kingdem as unrea- 
ſonable a thing as a Papal Monarch, or a King of Kings, 
-and of all the Earth ? If it be to the gain of Souls that we 
.are deprived of this Parochial Epiſcopacy, we can eafily 
bear it ; profeſſing that we hold it far eaſier to be Govern- 
ed, thanto Govern. __— 

V. We Jucge not all Officers, circa ſacra, unlawful 
which are made by Man : As ſome Circumſtances are not 
particularly determined in Scripture, but left to Men, 
ſo are many of the Officers that muſt execute them, [If 
rheiKing appoint Church-Magiftrates to keep Peace and 

M 2 Order, 
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Order, to call Synods, and take ſuch cogniſance of Cay 
ſes as belongs to him, or do any part of his work, as is 
afore (aid, we will obey them : And ſo of Church-War- 
dens. Door-keepers, Sextons, and {uch others, as ſome 
Churches of old made uſe of, fo be it they ulurp not 
any part of the Office v hich Chriſt hath appropriated to 
the Paſtors of the Churches, 

VI. We are not for Lay-mens claim or exerciſe of the 
Power of the Keys, whether they be Lay-Chancellors, or 
A15i('rates. or Lay-Officers, or People : But we hold that 
the Keys of Chrifts Church, that 1s, the Power of receiving 
in by Baptiſm, and of Guiding the People by holy Do- 
rine, and in holy worjtip, and of Excommunicating and 
Abſolving, are by Chriſt committed to the Paſtors of the 
Churches. Though there 1s alſo an admoniſhing Power 
in Magiſtrates, and divers ſorts of Penalties, for ſins a- 
gainft God, which they may inflict. And the voluntary 
execution of the Paſtors judgment, by holding. or not 
holding Communion with others, 1s the Peoples part , 
in which; as. reaſozatle, they have a diſcerning judg- 
ment. j | 
VH. As to the caſe of Z/dexs, we all hold that none 
ſhould be proper Church Governoars, by. the {aid Keys, 
which - are meerly. Lay-mer, and not Church Officers : 
And many of us hold that neither Chriſt nor his Apa- 
les ever 'appointed:any Elders to - Rule, the Church, 
bythe power of the Keys (diſtinct: from'the Magiſtrates 
Government by the Sword,) but only ordained Miniſters 
of Chrift, who have alſo. authority. to preach and admi- 
"niſter both the Sacraments, However, we know that 
when m:ny of thet: belonged to ane Congregation, one 
that was the Chict Speaker (uftzally.;the. Biſhop)- was 
wont to preach, and the reſt to be tys Aſſiſtants, _ 
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ally in private Care of Souls ; and thoſe of us that think 
otherwiſe , that Chriſt or his Apoſtles made ſuch a 
Church Office as Ru!ing Elders not-ordained, or that have 
po power of _— or adminiſiring Sacraments, do 
not hold ſuch eſſential to the Church, nor refuſe to live 
in love and peace and Communion with the Churches 
that have no ſuch Elders. And weall think that ſo ſmall 
a difference ſhould make no greater a breach-among us.” 
VIII. We are againſt the Excommunicating of Kings, 
and of other Magiſtrates, on whoſe Honour the well- 
governing and peace of. the Kingdom doth depend, (and 
are ſorry to find ſome of our ſharp Acculers of another 
mind: ) Our Reaſons are, becauſe: the 4diſhowouring of 
them is forbidden in the Fif7h Commandment : And Poſe- 
tive Inſtitutions, ceteris paribus, mult give place to Moral 
Natural Laws : Rituals and matters of Order are no Du- 
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0 give him the Sacrament if qualified, 1s the denyer of it 
if he be #»qualified , unleſs as he is to do what he doth;by 
the advice and conſent of Fellow Paſtors. 

But the very uſe of Excommunication is to puniſh and 
reform men by 4;ſhonouring and ſhaming them , therefore 
it is not to be uſed, where we owe ſuch —_ by the Fifth 
Commandment, to our Prince. 

Obj. 1. we are bid alſs to hononr Father and Mother , 
2. Yea to honour all men, | 

Anſw. 1. Wedare not juſtifie any Paſtors publick diſ- 
graceful excommunicating his own Father or M>»ther, 
unleſs where a publick obligation for publick good re- 
quireth it. 2. But to both inſtances, we iay hat a grea- 
ter ed and more publick good is to be preferred to a /eſs : 
And when a private mans honour 1s forfeited, we cannot 
give him that which he hath caſt away, avd God wii 

 penally take away till he repent. But when the puck 
order and welfare (which is above all perſonal good) vb- 
ligeth us to honour Magiſtrates, a fubordinate Law wall 
not ſuſpend it, Publick Excommunication 1s an Act of 
Government, to be exerciſed on the. Goveraed fur the 
Ends of Government. But for a Prelate or Prieſt, or any 
other, to do this on his Governours (though of another 
rank) crofleth the Ends of Government : Nor are Sub- 
jets ſo to be tempted to contemn their Rulers, left th 
come to think, as Bellarmize and {uch Papiſts, -rhat 
dels are not to Govern'Chriſtians, nor to be tolerated in 
their Government ; or 'as their very Religion. teacheth 
them, Concil. Later. c,3. ſub Innoc. 3. that when Princes 
are excommunicated; they may be depoſed by the Pope ; 
or as their learnedeſt Doctors 1ay, that they are no Kings, 
and to kil! thews 1s'nbFe8-kitÞeho'King's See the Teſtimo- 
nies of this'cited /atilaryeand:expreſly,by H, Fow/iin his 
Book of Popiſh Treaſons, If 
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If ever any Proteſtants Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, or In- 
dependents, were or be of another mind, ( for the Ex- 
communicating of Kings or Chief Rulers) that's no- 
thing to us, who ſhall neither live nor dye by the Faith: 
_ or Opinion of others: But we ſhould ſo much the rather 

here diſown it, ; 

IX. It is none of our judgment, that when men are: 
excommunicated (by Pope, Prelates, Presbyters, or Peo- 
ple, who are the four Pretenders to that Power ) the Ma- 
giſtrate muſt be their Zi#or or Executioner, or muſt fur- 
ther puniſh men by the Sword, meerly, eo xomine, becauſe 
they are excommunicate, Or becauſe they reconcile not- 
themſelves to the Church, by penitence and obedience , 
or becauſe the Pope, or Prelate, or Prieſts, deliver up the 
excommunicate to him: to be puniſhed,. or threaten him 
if he will not do it. The Civil Ruler may puniſh: the: 
ſame men for the ſame Crimes, but upon their owz explo-- 
ration and judgement of the Cauſe, and not as meer 
Hangmen that muſt needs execute the judgment of other 
Judges. Their own Coxſcience muſt be: ſatisfied, and: 
they muſt know what they do, and why; elſe to how 
many baſe and bloody offices the factious worldly Clergy 
may oblige them, the Papal Kingdom hath long given 
men too ſad a proof. 

And we muſt profeſs, that we are fully perfwaded, 
that we have good Reaſon to-conclude, that ſo rear 4 
Proſecution by the Civil Power, as is the :mpriſoning and: 
wnding of Perſons Excommunicate;, meerly becaule- 
they ſtand Excommunicate, andre not abſolved as Pe- 
nitents, hath not a few nor ſmall incommodities Eccle-- 

fiaſtical. 1. So great a Dominion in the Clergy hath 
done much to corrupt the Sacred Office, and make men 


(naturally proud) unmeet for the humble Services of the 
| Goſpel. . 
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Goſpel. 2. And it breedeth in thz People a diſtaſt and ha- 
tred of the Clergy, as if they were the grievous Wolves. 
that devour the Flock in Sheeps Cloarhing, and bear not 
23 Grapes and F i75,but wear Thorns and Thiſtles to prick and 
hart them , and cauſeth their Exhortations co be the more 
unſucceſsful.3.It ſeemeth to dithonuur rhe Diſcipline inſti- 
tuted by Chriſt, as if the Keys ot. his Church cre of no 
more ſignification, than the Crown of Thorn: 1! Reed 
with which he was derided, and could do nothing with- 
out- the Princes Sword. 4. Ir contr:6icieth the experi- 
ence of above zoo years, when Church Diicipline was 
exerciſed more effectually.than it 1s now; and that not on- 
Iy without the Sword of the Magiltrate, but alio againit 
his will and oppoſition: Yea, it was many a hundred 
years more, after Emperours were Chriſtian, before the 
Keys were ever thus ſeconded by the Sword , and had 
not the Donatiits, by inhumane aſlaulting the Orthodox, 
provoked the Churches and Magiſtrates, it had been like 
to have been long before the Sword had been drawn a- 
g2inſt Hereticks at all. 5. And that which much moverh 
us 1s, that it greatly fruſtrateth the ule of the Keys; or 
Church Diſcipline, by obſcuring the ule and efficacy of 
them: For who can tell. whether they do any thing or 
nothing to that mans ſeeming Repentance, who muſt 
lye in Goal and be undone, unleſs he will ſay that he re- 
penteth? Though the- Church muſt take up with out- 
ward Profeſſions; as not knowing the heart, yet muſt 
they be voluntary and credible Profeſſions. 6. And thus 
how unavoidably muſt the: Church. be corrupted, when 
its Communicants are ſuch -as chuſe rather to be in the 
Church than in the Goal,.:and all thoſe are thought wor- 
thy of its Priviledges, who had rather ſay [we repent] 
than be made Beggars :' Whenas in the ancient Churches 
none 
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none had its Communion that did not deſire it, and beg 
forit, though it coſt them dear in the world, 7, And 
thus Chriſts great and precious Gifts ſeem expoſed to 
contempt, whule they are forced upon the Refuſers by 
ways of violence. It the Church be made a Priſon, and 
men be arivez into it and lockt up, the Place will hardly 
prove them Chriſtians, 8. And we fear it will miſ- 
repreſent Chriſts Laws and Covenant-terms to the world, 
while Chriſt ſaith, that none can be his Diſciples that do 
not (by conſent and reſolution) take up the Croſs, and 
forſake all, and follow him, in hope of a reward in Hea- 
ven, ( Luke 14. 26. 29, 30. 33, 34.) And this courle 
ſeemeth to tell men, rhat it they had but rather be ia the 
Church, than among Rogues and Beggars in the Goal, 
they ſhall have Chriſt, pardon, and lite eternal, given 
and ſealed up to them particularly in the holy Sacrament. 
As if Chriſt were the Croſs-maker, and the Croſs to be 
born by his Enemies only, and not Chrift but /iz were 
ſerved by forſaking temporal felicity, 9. And we fear 
leſt it tend to deceive mens Souls, by giving them all the 
ſealed Grant of forgiveneſs and ſalvation, who can but 
rather endure to take the Sacrament, and ſay I repent, 
than be undone. To, 

We doubt not but there is a time for juſt puniſhment 
of ſinners: But we read not, that Chriſt ſent men to. 
preach Repextance by any ſuch motives, nor to offer his 
Blood and Mercy on terms ſo low, nor to any but deſirous ' 
Volunteers : And with what confidence or comfort can 
a Miniſter deliver the Sacrament to ſuch? | 

All which conſidered, we are ſo far from deſiring to 
{ubdue Kings and Rulers to be the Executioners of the 
Clergy, and the Servants of their worldly Intereft, Pride, 
or Paſſions, that we heartily wiſh that Church Diſcipline 
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might be left to operate alone, & valeat quantum vale 
poteſt, and that Church Priviledges might be given to 
none but defirers, and voluntary accepters, and none 
might be craw'd or drencht with the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, but all earneſtly invited, and by loving importu- 
nity compelled to come in : And that Magiſtrates may 
judge and puniſh Vice, 1n their proper Court, and proper 
way. 

4 We hold it not unlawſul to.take Oaths, and make 
Covenants , Subſcriptions, or Declarations of things 
lawful, when Authority commandeth us ; 'yea, we hold 
Oaths of Fidelity to the -Soveraign to be needful , and 
are the loather to ſwear Allegiance to any interior Oth- 
- Cers, or to ſwear never t0 endeavour any alteration of 
them, leſt we ſeem to make them equally neceflary and 
fixed as the King ; and to give them any of his Preroga- 
tives, when they are his Officers, whom he hath power 
to alter, | | | | 

XI. We readily ſubſcribe the Do&rine of Faith and 
Sacraments contained 1n the 39 Articles, and differ not 
therein from the Church of EZzglazd, that we know of, 
Though our Religion is only (objectively) Gods Word, 
(as to the Eflentials, the Sacramental Covenant, ex- 
pounded in.the Creed, the Lords Prayer and Decalogue, 
and integrally the ſacred Scriptures,) and therefore if 
there be any fault in the 39 Articles, it is no fault in our 
Religion, ( which is confeſſed to be all true by Papiſts 
themſelves ,) yet as our Writings, and Sermons, and 
Speeches, are the expreſſions of our ſubjettive Religion, fo 
the Confeſſions of Churches are eminently ſuch , being 
uſeful to fatisfie other Churches of our ſincerity, and to 
regulate or limit the Teachers, that by weakneſs or er- 
rour are apt to deliver their miſtakes, or to oppoſe = 
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Truth, And though there be ſome expreflions 1n the Ar- 
ticles, the Liturgy, yea in the Creed called 4thawaſins's, 
which we think not accurate, but lyable to an ill inter- 
pretation, yet when our Conlciences tell us tliat it was 
truth which was intended, and words are not natural, 
immutable, but arbitrary. ſigns of the Speakers mind, we 
are far from affecting to be peevithly or unreaſonably quar- 
relſome or {crupulous, but are willing to overlook infir- 
mity and unfitnels of expreſſion, when we lee that we 
are not to own Untruths, 

XII. We much approve of the Method of the Church: 
Catechiſm, as it firſt openeth the Eſſentials of Chriſtia- 
nity in the Baptiſmmal Covenant, and then the Expoſition 
of it in the Creed, Decalogue, and Lords Prayer, and 
then the uſe of the confirming Sacrament the Lords 
Supper : Though we are periwaded, that it needeth more 
explication and ſome correction. 

XIII. We are taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles uſing 
of the Septuagint, that 1t is lawful, when-the Peoples 
uſage and acquaintance with it doth render it moſt edify- 
ing to them, to. uſe a defective faulty Tranſlation of Gods 
own Word, and to call this Gods Word, as long as it ſuf- 
ficently expreſleth the Doctrine, which is the matter and 
main ſenſe, And that we may hold Communion with 
Churches that publickly and privately ule ſuch Tranſla- 
tions, and that have many other faults in their Doctrine, 
Diſcipline;* and Worſhip ; though we cannot juſtihe the 
leaſt of them, by our profeſſed Aﬀſent and Conſent, 'nor 
make a Covenant that: we will never endeavour to alter 
or amend thein, We are apt, enough to let ſin alone, 
and_not* to amend any thing amils in onrfelyesand o- 
thers, fo Fir as fin remaineth'-in us -( it being a ſelf-de- 
teading evit,) and therefore are-unwilling to adde to our 

SHER N 2 badnels, 
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badneſs, nor do we need a Law to bind us never to re- 

_ or amend, or never to help others in ſuch a caſe to 
it, 

XIV. We have in a peculiar Explication-of our judg- 
ment, not only diſclaimed, but {uſficiently depreſſed, 
that unruly Opinion falſly charged on us by lome, viz, 
[That Things Lawful or Inaifferent become Unlawful when 
commanded by Lawful Authority, ] Though we hold it 
unlawful to encourage and ſtrengthen Traytors and Ulur- 
pers __ Chriſt or the King, by voluntary Swearing 
or performing ſuch Obedience to them, even in /icirs 6+ 
honeſt, as ſeemeth to own their Uſurpation. 

XV. How far we think the Magiſtrates Laws bind us 
to things Scandalous, or Evil and Hurtful by Accident, 
yea by the Weakneſs of others, we are prepared to open 
1n a diſtinct Profeſſion by it ſel. 

XVI. Weare far from condemning all Forms of Prayer, 
and Publick Liturgies, as unlawful, (of which we have 
His Majeſties Teſtimony, in his Declaration about Eccle- 
fiaſtical Aﬀiirs , ) much more are we far from condemn- 
ing all the ancient and preſent Churches of Chriſt that 
have uled ſuch, or yet uſe them, throughout the Chri- 
ftian world : And yet farther are we from ſeparatizg from 
them on that account, (for uſing Liturgies,) and from 
encouraging ſuch a Separation. Yea we commonly ule 
a {/inted Liturgie our ſelves, at leaſt the Pſalms read and 
fag ;, and we hold it lawful to uſe ſuch as are izvenred 
by men, that are no Prophets ; ſeeing we are comman- 
ded to ule Pſalms, aud Hymns, and Spiritual Songs,(which 
confineth us not only to Scripture words , ) and all men 
bave not the skill to make Hymns ex tempore , much 
leſs would all the Aſſembly, ex rtempore, break forth into 
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muſt be-z»vented by ſome : And Miniſters with us do or- 
dinarily impoſe their own invented words on all the Con- 
gregation, who mult follow them, . as our Aerres and 
Tunes of Pſalms are impoſed. . 

XVII. We think it not unlawful to uſe as much of the 
Engliſh Liturgy, as we conſented to ule, when by his Ma- 
jeſties Commuſſion ſome of us treated about the reforma- 
tion, or alteration of it ; vzz, in ſuch Afemblies where 
the Peoples incapacity maketh not ſuch-uſe of it more 
hurtful than helpful to their edification, and the comly 
concordant 'worthipping of God : Much leſs do we think 
it unlawful for our (elves,or the People,in this caſe to join 
in the reverent and ſerious uſe of it with others. We 
find that even the. old Non-conformiſts ( ſuch as -Cart- 
wrizht, Hilderſham, Knewſtabe, Dr. Jo. Reionolds, Brad- 
ſhaw, Paget, Ball, ec.) petitioned for a Reformation, 
but not an Abolition of it, and wrote and preached. a- 
gainſt ſeparating. from it,. or for it, from the: Charches 
that uſed it ; and many of them- not only uſed. much or ' 
moſt of it themſelves, but alſo perſwaded to the ule- of 
it, andan(wered largely the Separatiſts Arguments againſt 
ſuch uſe. And we join with Mr: Bal, and:other of them, 
in thanking God that Z»gland hath a- more reformed Li- 
turgy, than moſt of the Churches in-the World; -and 
we would not ſeem to ule itwhen we do not, - but -do it 
( as aforeſaid ) 1n the ſerious devotion and feryour of our ' 
Souls: : Nor would we peevithly make any thing in it 
worſe than. it is, but. would pot the beſt conſtruction on : 
each part of it, that true Reaſon will juſtifie or allow. - 

XVIII. We are far from judging the Pariſh Miniſters 
to be. no true Miniſters of Chriſt, or the Pariſh Chur- 
* ches xo true Churches, or Jucging tt unlawful to hold: 

Communion with them:. But-if there be any — 
; . niſters | 
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niſters or Prieſts,. ofithe(e tallowiag ſorts, we take them 
for no true Miniſters of Chviſt, /z. 1, It by inſufficiency 
they are uncapable -of Teaching the "fr arts of 
Chriſtianity, and Guiding the Church okagh in the 
Publick Worſhip of God. 2. It they are Herericks, de- 
nying any -of theſe eſſential parts. 3. If they are ma- 
l:7nint Oppoſers of the prafice of them: And in a word, 
It they are ſuch, through incapacity, as are like to do 
more harm than good. | bp 

XIX. In ſeveral Cuſtoms ( treely, not by conſtraint, ) 
uſed in many ancient Churches, and in ſeveral practices 
of ſeveral Churches of thele Times, we fad that which 
we would not by Oaths, or Subſcriptions, or Covenants, 
approve, but with they were reformed, and that they 
had never been uſed , when yet we do not for ſuch things 
diſhonour and reproach ſuch Churches, nor inveigh a- 
gainſt them.in ourpreaching to diminiſh their due eſteem; 
much leſs diſclaim them as'no Churches of Chriſt, but 
love, and honour them , and live peaceably under many 
faults which-we cannot reform in the places where we 
live : So be it no ſin be put upon our ſelves, we can hold 
Communion with thoſe' that have divers fins, or faults, 
in their Miniſtrations:, not as with their iz, but with 
their Church iz worſhip, notwithſtanding the ſin, lo it cor- 
rupt not God's worſhip fo far*as that he himſelf rejecteth 
it : For no Man is finlels in his beſt performance. 

XX, Though the Paſtors:hold any zolerab/e exrors per- 
ſonally,' and though ſub are uſually utrered in:their 215- 
ziſtration, . and thoughthey be inſerted in their -£2rargres, 
ſo that we may expedt to hear them'; yea, uttered as in 
that Churches nume';) werholdinos allthis ſufficient cauſe 
to warrant our 'ſcpagttign”tfrom- thar' Okarchz Kor alb 
Churches confiſt of Men, taridhbli Mea are faulty.andcime 
perfeR; 
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perfect ; and ſuch as the Men are, ſuch we may'ex pect 


their works ſhould be, notwithſtanding the Divine af. 
ſiftance: And ro ſeparare from. all faulty Churches and 
Worſhip, is to ſeparate from all the World, and allow 
all the World to ſeparate from us, | 

-XXI. If s -true Church -deny'us Communion, unleſs 
we will commit fome fin, or omit ſome neceſſary duty , 
thorgh we cannot be /ecally preſent in ſuch caſes, nor ap- 
prove what they fo do, yet we ſhall not therefore re- 
nounce them 4s zo Churches , but lamenting their fin, 
and their denying us their Communion on/juſt Terms, 
we ſhall continue the Union: and Communion: of. Fazth 
and Love, and be preſent in ſpirit, though corporally at- 
ſent, deſiring a part in their Prayers, and owning all 
that God diſowneth not. - | 

XXII. We hold that no Chriſtians muſt be disjoyned, 
or ſeparated in any of the ſeven Points of Union requi- 
red by the Holy Ghoft, Eph.4.. 3, 4,5, 6. T: One Body, 
( the Catholick Church headed by Chriſt: ) 2. One Spr- 
rir, (the Holy Ghoſt: ) 3. One Hope of our Calling, (Re- 


miſſion, Adoption, and the Heavenly Glory: ) 4. One 


Lord ( Jeſus Chrift: ) 5. One Faith, (the Effentials of 
Chriſtianity believed: Y 6. One Fapriſme, (or Baptiſmal 
Covenant with God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: ) 
7. One God and Father of all, who wabove all, azd through 
all, and in us all , of whom, and towhom, and through 
whom are all things. I itt! Log 
 XXHII, Though we are not fatisfied of the: Jawfulneſs. 
of uſing the tranſient Image of the Croſs, 'as 4 Dedica- 
ting Sign and Symbol of Chriſtianity, 1o'rmuch Sacramen= 
tal ( much leſs to refuſe from Baptiſm and Chriſtendom 
all Chriſtians Infants, unleſs they will have them ſo crol- 


ſed, no more than if a Crucifix were {o impoſed and 
uled: ) 
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-uſed: ) yet do we not condemn af! uſe of either Croſs, or 
.Crucifix : Nor do we preſume-cenſoriouſly to reproach 
and diſhonour the ancient Chriſtians, who, living among 
Pagans that derided Chriſt Crucified, did ſhew them, by 
oft uling this ſign, that they were not aſhamed of the 
:Croſs: And though we find that they ni” more Rites 
and ſignificant deviſed Signs and Ceremonies, than we 
think they ſhould have done, - yet we judge it our Dut: 
to love and honour their Memorial : Nor do we take all 
Rites to be ſinful that are ſignificant. 

XXIV. We hold not all the uſe of Images, even the 
Images of holy Perſons, to be unlawful : Hiſtorical and 
memorative uſe we commonly allow, as the Engliſh Ge- 
eve Bible ſheweth-by many Pictures: We condema.not 
them that have Scripture Perſons and Hiſtory Painted on 
their Walls, .or on the very Bricks that adorn their Chim- 
nies; nor that uſe a Skelleton.or Deaths-head , or that 
by theſe are minded of Mortality:or the Life to.come, and 
{o make a holy uſe of them, (as good Men ſhould do of 
all awful things ; which therefore are pure 4xd ſanttified 
to them.) 

XXV. We hold not a Gown, or other meer diſtinive 
Garment for Miniſters, to be unlawful, in which, ſaith 
the Canon, xo holineſs s placed, any more than to 
Judges, Lawyers, or Phyloſophers. And ſome of us 
hold a Surplice rather to be uſed, than the Miniſtry for- 
ſaken: And thoſe that think otherwiſe, think not the 
matter of ſo much weight, as to alienate them from Love 
or Communion with thoſe that uſe 1t : For we pretend 
not to ſo much perfeCtion, as to be all juſt of a mind and 
meaſure of Knowledge in all things, of no greater impor- 
tance than this: Nor wouldavye fileace faithful Miniſters 
for a Surplice. Nt) 

XXVI. Though 
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XXVI. Though we greatly diſlike the common uſt of 
God-Farhers, as they undertake that; as So/e-promiſers for 
the Child, which they never ſignific credibly the leaſt 
purpoſe to perfor, and the Parents are excluded from 
entering their own Children into Covenant /with God, 
and muſt not ſpeak one covenanting or promiſing word z 
no, nor be urged to be preſent, &c, Yet we refuſe not 
the uſe of ſuch Swreties or Spoxſors in Baptilme, as are 
but Seconds to the Parents and only atteſt the Parents 
credibility, and undertake to take care of the Childrens 
Education, in caſe the Parents cither apoſtatize or aye 
nor yet ſuch as are Adoprers of the Children, and take 
them to them as their own, and fo have the right of dif 
poſing of them,and covenanting in their names and ſtead, 
Though yet we conform not to the denying of Chriſten- 
dom to the Children of all godly mare tp. = either can- 
not get ſuch God Fathers, or will not, but offer to enter 
their own Children into that Covenant. $71 
 XXVII. Many of us hold it lawful to communicate 
Kneeling, in the reception of the Sacramental Body and 
Blood of Chriſt: And thoſe of us that think ſo, and 
thoſe of us that think otherwiſe, take it not for fuch a 
matter as ſhould hinder Chriftian Love, Concord, Uni- 
ty, and Peace ; or allow Men to deſpiſe, condemn, or 
excommunicate one another : But all deteſt that cruel 
that dare caſt out the worthy Members of Chriſt and his 
Church from Communion, for their difference in that 
geſture. 
 XXVIIL We all hold that God muſt be orderly and 
decently worſhipped with the Body, as well as ſpiritually 
with the Mind : And that reverent geſtures and behavt- 
our are fit, not only to expres mental reverence to God, 
but allo to excite it in our ſelves and others, And that 
| Oo uct 
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ſuch ſlovenly, rude, and' undecent behaviour, as ſeem- 
eth to ſignitie prophareneſs and contempt, or to tempt 
others thereto, is no'ſmall- ſin, whatever :men intend 
by it. OE oh: > 
” XXIX, We all hold that Preaching, Prayer, or Sa- 
craments, ſhould not be made ridiculows or contemprible, 
by the Miniſters incongruous, light, or otherwiſe unmeet 
.and uncomly words ; nor by tautologies, and ſuch an 
unmet ſtile as tendeth to diſaffe&t the Hearers: (Though 
that Curioſity, which conſiſteth in pedantick, light, and 
frothy Speech, unſuitable to the Hearers edification, we 
diſlike.) And O that God would raiſe up enow ſuch for 
his'Service, in the Church and World, as are able to ex- 
preſs true wiſdom, - holineſs, and zeal, in words beſeem- 
ing the moſt Holy Majeſty, and the holy Things of which 
they ſpeak. But yet we judge that various Auditories 
ſhould have various Stiles, though none bur clear, and 
ſpiritual, and ſerious: Ag a labouring poor man will 
chule a great piece of Brewn Bread, before a little piece 
of _— when idle tender Perſons will chuſe other- 
WwHe. £2 E 
XXX. .We are ſo far from holding it unlawful to uſe 
the Creed, and Commandments, and. Lords Prayer, as 
ſome accule us, that we take them to be the Suminaries 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as to matter of Belief, Deſire, 
and worſhip , which the Church ſhould uſe and profeſs 
accordingly, and ſhould never be forgtoten. 
XXXI, We are lo far from being againſt Catechizing, 
as ſome have accuſed us, as that we take it to be.a mv 
needful thing, and no ſmall pirt of that work which 
both Miniſters and Parents ſhould perform. 
XXXIIL We are far from oppoſing that ſort of Confir- 
mation, which conſiſteth in the folema tranſition of 
= Perſons. 
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Perſons out of the ſtate: of. Infant Communion into that 
of the Adult, by: their ſolemn intelligent owning that. 
Covenant with God, which they entred tnto by others: 
in their- Infancy. - The:Reaſons of which more than one, 
of us have; long ago publickly:;given to the Worid, (Mr. 
Hanmer, Mr, Baxter.) And the want of which we con-: 
ceive is 4 great cauſe of the pollution of the Church, and 
of the increaſe of Anabapriſts, who are ſcandalized at 

the omiſſion of it, and the turning it into-a Ceremony or 
Formality.. ' | - - 3 ci, wr bir acts; ., 
- XXXIIL: We hold iit a Duty for all Miaiters in their 

Adminiſtrations of Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, Abiolu- 
tion, and in their Speeches of the dead at Burials, to go. 
as far in charitable hopeful expreſſions, as Reaſon will allow , 
and to ſpeak and judge of men according to their own 
intelligent Profeſfions,. not rendred incredible by proved 
contrary Expreſſions, or notorious contrariety of Pra- 
Rice, as being no ſearchers of mens hearts our ſelves: 
And where Dilcipline is. truly. exerciſed, ſuch words are 
"meet, as otherwile' are.not tolerable. So that if we con- 
form nottothe-Liturgy:in our Adminiſtration: of 'any of 
theſe Ordinancesof Chriſt; ant if we dare not pronounce 
of all rhe open {Atheiſts,  Infidels, Hereticks, Schiſma- 
ticks, Rebels, Perjured, Murderers, Thieves, Adulterers, 
Drunkards, &. who made not away themſelves, and 
were: not'unbaptized or: excommunicate, -that; [God rof 
his great mercy bath taken to himſelf the 'Souls , of . theſe 
degr Brethren,] nor give thanks for, [ de/iyering theme 
out:of theimiſeries of this [inful. world, ] nor pray to. reſt 
1i;Chriſtif;z oprayps 5: this aur Rrather doth, | oc, It. is 
not. becauſe vie.deny; any:of; this-before granted, ,but. be- 
Cauſe we dare not:renoviner theiGolpel, that ſaith, He 

that believeth not ſhall be damn d,) and [without holineſs 
+ O 2 : 
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woe fhall ſee God,] and [Except ye repent ye ſhall all pe-- 
riſh; ] and becauſe we are loath to preach to men all our 
lives, that which we ſhall contradict at mens burial, and 
tempt the ungodly to preſumption and damnation. 
XXXIV. Many of us hold it lawful to keep Anniver- 
ſary Days of Thankſgiving, in commemoration of the 
eat Mercies of God to his Church, by the Holy Do- 
| _ Labour, Miracles, Lives, and Sufferings of the 
Apoſtles, and moſt famous promoters of the Faith , fo 
that Superſtition and prohibited Creature-worſhip be ſuf- 
ficiently avoided, And-thoſe of us that 'ſcruple ſuch 
Days of mans Inſtitution, yet take not this for any other 
than a tolerable difference among us. © ; © #7 
* XXXV. Weare not againſt tuch ſort of. reading the 
found parts of the Ne as we [may.do: by. other 
good Books, ſufficiently di inguiſhed-from other Scrip- 
tures,' and uſed in due time and place; though we con- 
form nor fo far as to declare our Afﬀent and Conlenr to 
the wſe of the Calendar, Preſcript, or Direttory, which 
requireth them to be-rcad'in the Mornings, from Sepremb. 
27. and 28; till Nevemb, 24. even Bell and the Drapes, 
Suſanna, 'Tobit,; when as the Vulgar underitand: not the 
word Apocrypha ſufficiently, to diltinguiſhthem from the 
hcred Scriptures, 'when. they are equally. called the Leſ- 
ooh -and read-in the {ame order, . 'And we are:confirm- 
ed in this-part of our Non-conformity by the Articles of 
Religion, which diſcard ths Apvcrypha , and:-by the 
Learned Treatiſe' of rhe late —_ Conſins, who hath 
filly proved that the ancient Churches received not thoſe 
Books into the Canon, and by many Doctors of the 
Church .of Ezg/and that charge them with Untruths : 
Some of us have ſeen the Writing (as on good reaſon is 
ſuppofed ) of a preſent Learned: worthy _— _ 
ewet 


os 
ſheweth that the words of the Angel in Tobi are a Lyez. 
who ſaid that [he wa the Son of Ananie of the Tribe of 
Naphtali:] And thart ſo is his ſaying, [that the ſmoke of 
a Fiſhes heart will drive away all Devils, that they ſhall 
never returns, when Chriſt tells us of ſome that go not cut 
but by Prayer and Faſiing.,] 

XXXVI. We are far trom deſigning any abaſement of 
the Clergy, nor do we deny, or draw others to deny, any 
due Reverence and Obedience to them. And though we 
know that the bare Tztle and Office will never preſerve 
ſufficient reſpe&, for the honour of the Clergy; and the 
ſucceſs of their work, without competent qualifications. 
and labours of the perſons , yet would we rather hide 
than open or reproach the faults of ſuch as are tolerable 
in that ſacred Office, and would do our beſt for their 
work ſake, to promote the eſteem even. of thoſe that 
differ from us, and of ſome thar perſecute us. We know 
that the People are exhorted, to krow thoſe that latoar 
among them, and are over them in the Lord, and teefieem 
'rhem highty in lov2, for their work ſake, 1. Thefl. 5; #2; 
13. . And to obey them that have the Rule. (Or. Guilanee) of 
-thems,. and to ſabmit themſelues,, Heb; 13; 177. 24. And 

"that the Elders that Rule well are werthy of double honour, 
-e ſpecially they that la;our in tht word and Doi{rine, 1 Tim. 
5. 27;; We. that take it for,'onur Daty to honour all men, 
-and. ſubmit our ſetues to one avether, would nat. deny 
any due hoxoxr to.any ofi the; Clergie that. have any. pre- 
eminence, either in age, grace, gifts, or by the Magi- 
ftrates appointment, as his Officers (as aforeſaid,) or any 
'way -y_ them by Chriſt: We take it iot! for a Privi- 
-Jedpe to be fromunder Govertiments7: vi 2 co Þ- 
UXXXVI. :Our Non-oonformityi eonfifteth not in de- 
-nying 4 National, Pravinceal,, Or: other Church Form of 
BY. _p mARS: 
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mins invention and inſtitution : On theſe Suppoſitions: 
1. Soit be preſuppoled that there is ſomewhat of Divixe 
Tnſtitution predetermined by Chrift and his Spirit in the 
Apoſtles, (that is, 1.: That there be ſuch Doctrine, wor- 
ſkep, and Diſcipline as'he hath commanded: 2. That 
there be ſuch Paſtors to exerciſe them, whoſe Office he 
harh deſcribed : 3. That there be ſuch ſtated Congrega- 
tions or Societies 1N which they ſhall be uſed, even Nezgh- 
bour Chriſtians aſſociated for - Perſonal Communion therein. 
4. That all theſe Churches enjoy the Priviledges granted 
them'by Chriſt, and live in love, peace, and conccrd, and 
hold ſuch juſt correſpondence as is neceſſary thereto, and 
to the Common End and Good : All rhis is of Divine 
appointment.) | 

2. So that theſe Divine Inſtitutions be not violated by 
Humane, or by the power of man. 

3. So that Humaze Churches be not made equal and 
co-ordixate to the Divine, much leſs ſuperior, and ſuper- 
ordinate , as if they were to Chriſts inſtituted Churches, 
what a Kingdom is to a City, or a Regiment to a Troop, and 
Chriſts Churches were but. //milar parts of the Humane 
Churches, that muſt rule them. Bur as the King is Epi- 
ſcopes exterior, or the Governour of the Churches fo far 
as the Sword is to be uſed ; ſo, circa ſacra, we have be- 
fore ſaid, that he may make his own Officers, and con- 
ſequently Provinces for. them, and Orders of their exer- 
cie: And the- Churches in his Dominions: may' be-ſo 
called oe National Church, as-he is the exterior Civil 
Governour of them all by the Sword, which indeed is 
but tobe a Religious-orEhriftian :Kingdom,, - as alſo, -ab 
. accidente, as theſe mtiny Churches areunder one Chriſii- 
an (yer werethoun Infidel): King zi-andcas hereby :chey 
have*the-advantage» oÞ ffaternal- aſſociation and -corre- 

| ſpondency 
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m_ for concord, But proper Denominations are 
rom the Eſlential Form. | 

XXXVIII It is no part of our Non-conformity to be 
againſt the due Uſe or Authority of Councils, or Synods 
of the Clergy. We hold, that when one is caſt out of 
oe Church for a cauſe belonging to the Cooniſance of 
many, many may have occaſion to take Cogniſance of it : 
And the edification of each other, the ſatisfactory Debate 
of Difficulties, the preſervation of mutual Love, Peace, 
and Concord, may make Synods to be uſeful. But yet 
we hold that the major Vote of Biſhops in a Council are 
not thereby. the proper Governours of the minor diſſenting 
part, nor of the abſent Brſhops , but that Councils are for 
Counſel and Concord, and not for direi? Regiment of each 
otver, (though rogether and aſunder the Paſtors are all 
Governours of the Flock,) And fome of us have Jong ago 
publickly proved, that Councils were called Gexeral at 
firſt, but with reſpe& to the Dominions or Empire of 
one Prince, and not as if they were Univerſal! as to all the 
Chri//ian world, and that abſolutely. Univerſal Councils 
never were, or ought, Or can, or ever wil: be called ; and 
that to pretend that a Papal or peria! General Council 
is the Univerſal Law-giver of the World, and that they 
have a promiſe of Infallibility in what . ever they deter- 
mine, and.that we receive our Faith in Chriſt upon their 
Infallibility given by him, ( and fo we muſt- know that 
Chriſt maketh them Infallible before we can believe that 
he is Chriſt.) Theſe” and. fach other nonſenſe. cheats 
which: ſome are now -agitating, are fit to delude none 
but the grolly ignorant; that jare prepared for.deceit, _ 

'XXX1X, Yer we deny not, but that God having firſt 
bound us to #7 and Cercord as. far as we. cars "train, . 
(with loving forbearance in the reſt, )- when. a lawful Sy | 
Ya | Not : 
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'nod or Council hath determined of a way of Concord, on 
lawful Terms, in matters under their Power, there is an 
Obligation on all the particular Members, to forbear 
breaking that Union, and violating thoſe lawful Terms 
of Concord: For where there is not a Governing Law, 
there may be an Obliging Contratt, or _ 

And whereas even the Papitts now uſually teach that 
even a Councils Decrees bind not the Churches, at leaſt 
thdſe thar had no Delegates, till by actual reception they - 
conſent, be it known to the World, that on theſe Terms 
the Non-conformiſts in Zoydox ſeem to have ſome ex- 
cuſe, if it had been only 1zdifferext things that the late 
Convocation had impoled on them : For whea the Cler- 
gy met to chuſe Clarks tor the Convocation for Londox, 
( at-S79-Eolledge,) the major Vote choſe Mr. Ca/amy and 
Mr. Faxter, ( whom the Biſhop of LZoxaon, according to 
his Power, did reje&, ) ſo that the City of Z»2doz nets 
ther hath, nor ever had one Clark of their own chuſing in 
this Convocation which altered the Liturgy ; but the 
Dignitaries, and the two Clarks choſen by the exterior 
parts of the County, were the only Perſons hence ac- 
cepted (that ever we heard of, or could learn:) And 
ſurely our after-conſent will hardly be alledged. And 
Zy#dort is no inconf{iderable part of England, 

XL. We refute not the Renunciation of the folema 
Vow and Covenant, as if we thought it bound us unto 
any diſloyalty, Sedition, or other ſin: For we are ready 
to vrofels, that it ſo obligeth no Man : It cannot make a 
Sin to be a Duty or no Sin, nor a _ our Superi- 
ours to be no Duty z nor diſfoblige us from any part of 
our due Obedience to the King, Nay, we judge that 
we muſt not make our ſelves a Religion or Law by our 
gawn Vows, or bind onr ſelves to any thing but what we 

| are 
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are bound to antecedently by God, and ſo our Vows 
muſt be. but ſecondary Obligations :: And thele being our 
own thoughts, we muſt needs hold accordingly, that 
this ſolemn Vow-doth 414.5 to nothing; but whar God 
doth bind us to antecedently himſelf, and what would 
be our Duty had we never taken it: And therefore 
ſhould we renounce this Vow, we thould ſtill cake our 
ſelves bound by God himlſelt to do all the good that in it 
was Vowed. Whether the Vow of a thing indifferent 
bind or not, we are not determining , but as we hold 
that no ſuch thing ſhould be Vowed, 1o we declare that 
1t is none of our prelent caſe, as is aforeſaid, | 

XLI. We are to far from refuſing the Oxford Oath, or 
the Subſcription, upon any difloyat or rebellious Princi- 
ples, that we ſhall hereafter adjoin ſuch a Profeſſion of 
this Subject, as {4H ſuffice with all Men of common hy- 

-manity, and: impartiality, to juſtifie our. Principles of 
Loyalty, againſt Malice it ſelf, 5576 | 

Andif yet Malice will go on to keep apen our Diviſi- 
ons, and keep us under Odium and unjuſt 
and provoke men to forbid us to preach Chriſt's -Goſpel, 
by talking of the /ate wars, and charging all on the Noz- 
c0formiſts, we-ſhall now anly crave-their juſt Anſwer 

to theſe tew Queſtions following. 


O. 1. Are they willing that ſo many of the Eng/zh 

: Non-conformiſts ſhall have leave to preach Chriſt's Gof- 
pel freely, -2s never had any hand in the Wars? Ifthey 
will procure us this, we are confident that the reſt that 

"medled with the Wars are fo few, and ſo ſelf-denying, 
that they will thankfully accept. of this liberty. for thear 
Brethren; though they be: ſilenced, or baniſhed them- 
ſelves,.© : IEG - Raz. Was 
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. 2, Was it for matter of War that neartwo Thouſand 
Miniiters were ejected, or ſilenced, 1662 ? or for ſome- 
thing elſe? Was this the cauſe-that Mr. Martin of 
weeden, that loſt an Arm in the King's Army and War, 
could not have a day abated him in the Common Goal at 
Warwick, when hepreached as a Non-conformilt ? And 
many other Inſtances we may give, | 


Q- 3. Did ever any of us that now addreſs our ſelves 
to you, go farther in our Principles than Biſhop Bzlſoz: 
did, even in' his excellent Book of Chriſizan ſubjetion ? 
we deteſted all that went beyond him'in his Doctrine of 
Reſiſtance : Or did any of us ever go near fo far as your 
famous R. Hooker in his firſt and his ezhth Book of Eccleſ. 
Politie, ( publiſhed long ago, and again by Biſhop Gaudey, 

and Dedicated to the King, ) whoſe over Popular Prin- 
ciples one of us, long ago, at large confuted : And were 
they ſilenced for this ? Al | 


O. 4. We humbly crave them that remember, and 
knew the Perſons, to bethink them, whether, 1. Moſt of 
'of the Parliament,when the War began : 2. Moſt of the 
weſtmin{ter Aſſembly, when they met: 3. Moſt of the 
Earl of Eſſex's Collonels, and chief Officers: 4. Moſt of 
the Lord Lievtenants of the Militia : 5. Moſt of the Par- 
liaments Major Generals, in the Earl of Eſfex's time : 
6. Moſt of the Sea Captains, in the Earl of warwict's 
time : We ſay, Whether moſt of theſe ( wethink ten to 

- _ one, and in ſome Inſtances twenty to one) were nor 
-Conformiſts? As ſure as Archbiſhop A4ibots was,and all the 
-Biſhops, ſave fix, in his days ; on whom Doctor Hey/ing 
layeth the cauſe of our Diviſions, Q. 5. And 
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' Q. 5. Andis 1t juſt, that all the Conformifts be there- 


fore made odious, and all the Conformable Miniſters fi- 
lenced for theſe Conformiſts fakes, even ſuch as never 
had a hand in the buſineſs ? 


9.6. If the War had been raiſed only by Non-confor- 
miſts, yet why ſhould a thouſand or 1400 Miniſters zow, 
that were never proved guilty of any Wars, be ſilenced 
, and ruined for other mens Actions ; any more than the 
Conformiſts for the Archbiſhop of York's, who was a 
Commander for the Parliament ? : | 


0. 7. Why ſhould »o other penalty ſerve in this caſe, 
but /:/encing #5? to the loſs or hazard of the innocent 
people. Is ſilencing us our ſuffering moſt, or the Peo- 
ples? 1f half the Bakers, Brewers, and Country Farmers 
had been in thoſe Wars, is there no way to puniſh-them, 
but to put down their Trade, and forbidding them to- 
bring Proviſion to the Markets? Would not puniſhing 
the innocent,as Drunkards or Whoremongers are puniſh- 
ed, fatisfie you? Nor any thing but keeping them 
from preaching the Doffrine of Salvation? And that 
when the Fire conſumed the Churches, and when in ma-- 
ny Pariſhes the tenth part of the People have no Chusgch 
to go to ? | 


-- 0. 8. Do you think that the Devil and the Papitts 
had rather we were lilenced, or not ? Are they pleaſed 
withiwell-doing,and with that which promoterh the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, and mans ſalvation ? And hath the Pros 
teſtant Religion been ſecured and advantaged by our 


uſage ? P 2 0.9.1t 
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Q. 9. Tf it be that we Preach woy ſe than others, Or 
Preach Sedition, or unſound Doctrine, why are not we 
accuſed of ir, andjudged upon proof? And why are we 
not ſuffered rather to Preach publickly, where witnels may 
be had, than driven into corpers, where Sedition or He- 
refie may be hid by thoſe that Preach it? | 


Q. 10, If you ſay that ovr preaching i needleſs, Is not 
your own then 7 necaleſs, if you 1 preach the ſame Goſpel? 
And muſt you have Lerdſhips, great maintenance, reve- 
rence, honour, and obedience, for zeedleſs preaching ? 
And when ſome Pariſhes have ten thouſand, forme twenty 
thouſand, ſome thirty thouſ:nd, ſome it is thought four- 
ſcore thouſand Souls, when three thoutand cannot come 
to hear in the Church, why is Preaching any more need- 
ful to thoſe: :hree thouſand than to all the reſt ? or to four 
perſons in a Village, than to rheuſands 1n Cities? When 
our Preaching and other Miniftration ceaſeth to be noro- 
realy neeafu', we profeſs our ſelves joyfully willing to 
ceaſe: Our Fleſh had rather have eaſe, and a gaintuller 
Trade of lite, than ſpending-labour, with poverty, revi- 
ling, ſcorn, and imprifonments; | 


XLII. To conclude, As far as we are able to under- 
ſtand the moſt learned, ſober, judicious Conformiſts, by 
their own words to us, and their Writings, they differ not 
at all from us about the mazrer ir ſelf, which we deny 
Conformity to, but confeſs it to be unlawful, (as to the 
hardeft points of the impoſed. Subſcriptions, Oarhs, and 
Declarations, and Covenants ; ) but they only take the 
words in ſuch a ſenſe, in which we our ſelves could take 
them, 
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ther), were we perſwaded that x were indeed the true 
meaning of them. And ny that are as muchias' we 
againſt that ſenſe which we dilown, and agree with us 
in the matter, deſerve liberty, honour, , and prefermear, 
for otherwile interpreting the words of the Law,which the 
Law-givers themſelves will not interpret ? And doth our 
ſuppoſition that the Law-makers mean properly as they 
ſpeak, deſerve ſcorn, ſilencing, and Goals, from them that 
will not expound them to us ? The righteous-God will be 


Judge between us. 


For inſtance, 1. By [Aſſenr] inthe Declaration: requi- 
red, we underftand [Believing it to be true,] Bur the 
Conformiſts that we ipeak of, underſtand only [| 4 Belief 
that 1 may uſe it. J | 


2, By [4 and every thing contained in the Book ] we. 
ſuppole is meant [7 «ll and every thing inaced :] But.they 
ſay, only the Forms to be nſed are meant, and' many 
other things in the Book not meant. p 

We find after named | Wrfeizned Aſent and Conſent 
xnto, and Approbation of the ſaid Book, and to the. uſe 
of all the Prayers, Rites, and Ceremonies,” Forms and 
Orders therein contained and preſcribed, ] wethink here 
Approbation and Aſſent are more than-Coxſent to aſe , and 
we think-that 'the fe of 'all-rhe- Orders. 15 ggore than 
the ſe of the Forms: We think'that'' o word in the 
Book was intended to be «ſe/efs, and: that the DoZrines, 
Calendars, (even that untrue one 'to.tind- out- Eaſtey- 
day) Rubricks, and Direfories, have each their proper 
uſe. We ſuppoſe that the foregaing words of he Uſe, 
are the End, aid: the Form of the: Declaration is the 
Means 
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Mans to ſecure that Ne « the End, and that the Means 
hath:more 1a it than the Ed, 


3. Some of them ſuppoſe, that denying Chriſtendom 
to Chriſtians Children, for want of Crofhng, or Godfa- 
thers, and denying Communion to true Chriſtians that 
receive not kneeling, are none of the Orders to be uſed: 


* 


But we think otherwile. | 


4. Some of them think, that [Admitting noxe to the 
holy Communion, till they be Confirmed, or acſirons to be 
Confirmed,] though it be the very words, 1s none of 
the Orders which they Conſent to uſe; (and we never 
knew any uſe ic by any tryal of mens delires : ) Burt we 
think that nothing in the Book is intelligible, if ſuch 
plain paſſages are not. | 


5. Some of them by the words at Burial [hat thank 
God for taking to himſelf.the Soul of this our dear Brother, 
out of the miſeries, &#c.) underſtand not his Salvation, 
but his going out of this World : But we think other- 
wie. 


6. When only [the unbaptized, ſelf murderers, and 
excommunicate} are there excepted, ſome ſay, all others 
are meagt that ought to be excommunicate ;, and ſo eve- 
ry Prieſt is made the Judge who ſhould be Excommuni- 
cate: But we think, that Exceptio particularis firmats 
repulam in n0n excepts, 


7. They think that the Words in the Canon [' that 
Nothing in the three Books is contrary to the _ 
| Goa, 
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Goa, are meant with exceptions as to ["Norhixg] or ti 
[Contrariety:] But we take [Nothing] for [Nothing,Jand 
[Contrary] for [Contrary,] 


8. Some of them ſay, that the Church being the Ma- 
ker of theſe Impoſitions, we are-to take them in the 
Churches ſenſe, which the Biſhops may ſignifie. But 
we think, tat we muſt take them 1n the lenſe of the 
King and Parliament, as the Law-makers , and that no 
Church or Biſhops can alter our Religion, or Articles, or 
Subſcriptions, by an Expoſitory Power. 


9. Some of them think, that the words ſoz any pre- 
tenſe whatſoever] in the Subſcription, have: exceptions: 
But we know not how any words can be more exclu- 
ſive of exceptions. | 


10, Some of them think,. that [by any Commiſſioned] 
is meant only [awfully Commiſſuned,] and fo Subjects 
are left to judge of the. Zawfu/neſs : We find there no. 


ſuch Limitation or Expoſition. 


- 11. Some of them, ſay, that by [the Government of 
the Church, not to be altered] is not meant the Ziy-Chan- 
cellors uſe of the Keys : But we think, that their attual' 
Government is the Government attually, | 


x2. Sbine' of themfay;: that by [n, change or alter a- 
tion] is meant only of the Eſſence of Epiſcopacy:'We 


take [20 alteration ] for [0 alteration.] 


13. Some of them: W, that by [ot endeavouring ] 
is meant only ſnot ſeditionſly, or by 'ill means: J Lp 
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>, think, That «bi DEX now-diſtinguir, now of diftin- 


'guenamum, | | 
14. Some of them think that ho Law or words impoſed 
mult be expounded-contrary- to Go#45 Law, or any former 
Law, or tothe K it's or Peoples rights, | Bur, 1. That 1s 
.to-ſuppole that men cannot. contradict themſelves or 
God, . or do unjuſtly, 2. Ana then whateygr Oaths men 
put on us we may-take them, were the words never to 
falſe or impious:, becauſe the. nieaning mutt (ſtill be 
judged Ros | | 
15. Some fay that we muſt put: the beſt ſenſe on 1m- 
poſed Oaths-and Covenants, aad Subſcriprions, that the 
words can be fubdued to: We think that they muſt be 
taken in the ſenſe of the Law-makers, which is to be 
judged of by the uſual meaning of their words, unleſs 
themſelves ' do otherwiſe expound them. 
And fo in many other Inſtances, the Conformiſts ſay 
that they would not Conform themſelves, if they under- 
ſtood the words as we do. WY. : 


| Seeing then that all theſe worthy Conformiſts before 
mentioned. do confeſs, that if the words of the Laws be 
properly to be underſtood, and not with their limitati- 
ons, then the Conformiſts are in the wrong, and the 
Non-conformiſts urthe'rights ; we conclude with theſe 
tew Queſtions, & 460.5 ns 113 4 57h SCE OE Er 


0. x. Whether we owe not that honour to our Law- 
makers, as to. ſuppoſe chatthey areable, and; willing, to 


tpedk ncelligibly'2 [11 14 eNnant\ ; tort } [:016) THIRSEL? £4 
LIFT | Q. 2, Whe- 
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Q. 2, Whether they would have men left as tothe 
Oath of Allegiance, and all other Oaths and Laws, to 
ſubdue the Law-makers words to any ſenſe that the Sub- 
je&t thinks lawful , and to make themſelves Judges of 
the fenſe, by departing from the common ule of the 
_— without proof that the Law-makers meant other- - 
wile ? 


| __ 3. Whether' there be need of much Learning, 
Conſci:nce, or Honeſty, to ſtretch the words from 
their ordinary ſenſe, more than to do otherwiſe ? And 
whether ſo to do would deſerve honour and preferment, 
and to do otherwiſe be a Crime that deſerveth ſilencing, 
and ruine ? 


D. 4. Whether their way of Expoſition, or ours, tend 
more to promote Perjury and Equivocation ; and which 
more ſecureth Truth and Honeſty ? "IE 


Q. 5. If once the Conſcience of Oaths and Cove- 
nants be relaxed, by ſtretching words to the takers inte- 
relt, are not the Lrves of Princes left in danger, and. the 
Bonds of common Converſe looſened ? 


Q. 6.. If this muſt be the cauſe of our ſufterings,and ſi- 
lence g is it not juſtice.ſo to tell the World, and write it on 
our Croſs, that. we are ſilenced and laid in Goals, be- 
cauſe we dare not take Oaths and Covenants, impoſed 
in Terms excluding limitations and exceptions, in a 
limited excepting ſenſe, without the Explication of the 
Law-makers ? 


i Q & >. Ad 
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©. 7. And if we muſt beſo uſed, whether any inthe 
-whole World be more unfit to filence, impriſon; fine; 
reproach, and ruineus, for miſ-ynderftanding the words 
which we are to Subſcribe or Pronute or Covenant in, 
( viz, for taking [ome ] , to mean F noe, Þ [© no- 
thing ] to mean | orhing, ] [| wot any] to mean [| ot 
any, ] contrary] to mean [| contrary, ] [all] to mean 
[ 44, ] than, thoſe that while they. are ſet. to ruine us, 
will by no intreaties, after our almoſt fourteenYears ſuf- 
ferings and Expectations, be prevailed with -to procure 
us an Expoſition of the ſenſe of any of theſe fo much 
controverted words ? We are more confident that" the 
Law-makers- can more certatnly; and- infallibly expound 
their own words, than the Pope or Council canexpornd 
Theological difficulties : And if our Accuſers will not 
once endeavour to procure them fo to do, nor be intrea- 
ted to conlent it, when Conformitts and' Non-confor- 
miſts are chiefly diſagreed about the Interpretation of 
them; and when our preaching or filence, honour or 
reproach, maintenance or poverty, liberty or impriſon- 
ment, yea, and much d«ty or ſir 1n the Body of the Na- 
tion; lyeth upon the reſolution ' of this Ceontroyerfie, 
( what is the Law-makers meaning; we will {till refer 
all ro him that judgeth righteouſly, who will ſhortly fi- 
nally end the Controverlie , praying 'to God; though 
Men will not hear us, #o oper onr Lips, that our" Mouths 
may ſhew forth his praiſe , that he will make: "9 #þ fave 
us, and make haſie to help us, thathe, whole fervice 4s 
perfe& freedom, will defend us his himbled- ſervants tn 
all aſſaulrs of our Enemies, that we ſurely truſting in' hs 
defence, may not fear the power of any-Adverſarizs 5 

; an 
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and that theſe evils which the craft and ſubtilry of the 
Devil or Man worketh againſt us be brought to nought, 
and by the providence of his goodneſs they may be dilper- 
ſed, that we his Servants being hurt by no perſecunon, 
may evermore give him thanks in his holy Church , 
that in all our troubles we may put our whole truſt and 
confidence in his mercy, and evermore ſerve him in hol:- 
neſs and purenels of living , that he will forgive our 
Enemies, Perlecutors, and Slanderers, and turn their 
hearts ; eſpecially that he will ſave our Poſterity from 
their Curſe, who ſay, The Blood be on us, and on our 
Children, For we are not againſt ſuch a Liturgy as this, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Reader, 


T was intended that a ſhort Account of the Non- 
conformiſts Judgement, about the Power of Kings, 
and the Obedience of Subjects, ſhould have been added ; 
but by reaſon of ſome Mens aptnels to be offended at all 
{uch Publications, and becauſe of the preſent diſperſion 
of the Collectors, it is pretermitted, with this Profeſſh- 
. on, That they ſhall at all crimes be ready to give ſuch Ac- 
count of their Judgements, when Authority ſhall calf 
them, or allow it, as ſhall {:tisfie all impartia! Meg that 
they are haters of Diſloyalty, Sedition, Rebellion, and 
Schiſme, | 
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